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New Month, Same Woes 


Taya-Reese Johnson 

Staff Writer 
Mansfield’s men's _ basketball 
team opened their final month of 
the regular season with a pair of 
home losses against the Warriors 
of East Stroudsburg University and 
the Golden Rams of West Chester 
University. 

On February 1, the Mountaineers 
and Warriors tipped off at 7:30 p.m. 
in Decker Gymnasium. Mansfield 
drew first blood a couple of minutes 
into the game. In the first five 
minutes of the game, the score was 
tied twice. Unfortunately, as soon 
as ESU surpassed 8 points for the 
evening, the Mountaineers were 
unable to catch up to the warriors. 
With the halftime score being 33-41, 
it did not appear that all hope was 


lost for the home team. The halftime 
score was much more promising than 
that of the last contest between the 
two teams, which ended in an 85-50 
blowout win for the Warriors. As 
promising as the halftime score was 
for their rematch, the Mountaineers 
came up short 70-95. 

The loss featured a formidable 
effort by the 
Sophomore guard 
Montgomery led the team in scoring 
with 16 points and added two steals 
and three assists. Sophomore guard 
Idris Ali led the team in playing time 
with 36 minutes. Ali scored 14 points 
and had one steal and two assists. 
Michael Dickson, the lone freshman 
in the Mountaineer’s starting lineup, 


Mountaineers. 
Jordan 


contributed to the team’s efforts 
with 14 points, two steals, and four 


rebounds. Dickson, unfortunately, 
acquired his fifth personal foul 
with approximately eight minutes 
left in the game. Sophomore guard 
Manir Waller led the team with six 
rebounds, two offensive and four 
defensive, and scored ten points. 
Sophomore forward Scott Woodring 
leveled with Dickson for rebounding, 
had one steal, and scored four 
points. Coming from the bench, the 
Mountaineers scored 12 points and 
had 12 rebounds. In comparison, 
ESU’s bench scored a staggering 
40 points. From the Warriors’13 
turnovers, the Mountaineers scored 
15 points; scored 8 second-chance 
points; and scored 13 points from fast 
breaks. With 20 turnovers from the 
Mountaineers, the Warriors scored 
an impactful 30 points. The Warriors 


MU vs ESU 
Photo Courtesy of Emma Palmer 


were able to keep the game out of the 
Mountaineers’ hands with 10 second- 
chance points and 11 points from fast 
breaks. 

MU’s next contest took place in 
Decker Gymnasium on February 
4 against West Chester’s Golden 
Rams. In their previous matchup in 
January, the Mountaineers suffered 
a heartbreaking 68-70 loss. This 
February contest was an exciting one. 
At halftime, the Mountaineers were 
down 31-32, a score that had the 
home crowd hopeful that the team 
could pull off the win. With the score 
being tied at seven different times 
in the game, and eight lead changes 
coming from those score deadlocks, 
you could not look away for long. If 
you blinked, you might have missed 
something, like Dickson’s breakaway 
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New Month, Same Woes (Continued) 


layup after Montgomery’s steal with 
just over five minutes left in the game 
which put the Mountaineers within 
five points of tying the game. Despite 
the back and forth, the Mountaineers 
found themselves again stuck at 68 
points while the Golden Rams scored 
78 points by the final whistle. 

Similar to the game against 
ESU, the team’s effort cannot go 
unnoticed. Ali led the team’s scoring 


efforts with 19 points and 2 steals. 
Dickson put up 12 points, had 2 
steals, and 5 rebounds. Waller led 
the team in minutes, with 37, and 
rebounds, with 8. Additionally, he 
scored 10 points. Sophomore guard 
Aaron Satin scored 8 points, had 
one tebound and one steal. Satin 
was also the only member of the 
starting lineup to not have a turnover 


during the game. The Golden 


Rams were only able to convert 16 
points from the Mountaineers’ 17 
turnovers. Woodring got into the 
mix with 6 rebounds, 3 steals and 8 
points. Coming off the bench, the 
Mountaineers scored 15 points, had 
7 rebounds and 3 blocks. From the 
Golden Rams’ 19 turnovers, the 
Mountaineers scored 15 points. They 
also scored 6 second-chance points 
and 15 fast break points. While the 


Golden Rams’ second-chance scoring 
was on pat with the Mountaineers’ 
fast break scoring, they only scored 
twelve points from fast breaks. 

The remaining 
regular season games will be against 
the Kutztown Golden Bears and the 
Millersville Marauders on February 
18 and February 25, respectively. 
Both away games tip off at 3 p.m. 


Mountaineers’ 
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Nadeen Manuel Hypnotizes Mansfield 


Valerie Miller 

Staff Writer 
On January 26, Nadeen Manuel, 
a famous comedy hypnotist, visited 
The Hut and filled the building 

with laughter. 

Manuel started her show with 
and myths 
hypnosis. One of the questions 


some facts about 
was whether someone hypnotized 
would never be able to wake up. 
Manuel set the audience at ease 
saying that it is not true. A person 
can always escape a hypnosis trance 
if they wish. Hypnotism is all done 
in free will. People are never going 
to do or say something that they 
would morally never do or say. 
With this being said, Manuel had 
many willing participants that night, 
though some appeared less willing 
to go under than others. 

After volunteers were on the 
stage, Manuel spent the first quarter 
of the show lulling the participants 
into a hypnotic state of mind. Once 
hypnotized, Manuel 
made sure the audience knew that 


they were 


they were in for a treat. 

Manuel gave different people 
different things to do. The jobs 
were along the lines of “Laugh 
Police” where the person had 
to yell made up bad words like 
“Mickey Mouse” when people were 
laughing too much. Another person 
was hypnotized to think they were 
playing the violin when a specific 
song came on. My personal favorite 
had to be when Manuel hypnotized 
someone to think they were the 


world's greatest snowman maker. 
This person would put a lot of 
effort into making a snowman out 
of the invisible snow on The Hut’s 
stage. When it looked like she was 
almost done with the snowman, 
Manuel would play the music to set 
off the professional violin player, 
who unfortunately would ruin the 
snowman. This happened several 
times over the course of the show. 
people in the 
appeared to be not as lulled into 


Some show 
the hypnotic state as others. Many 
happened to be male. Manuel sought 
this to be an advantage because for 
the finale, she hypnotized the men, 
who were not totally in a trance, to 
think that they were pregnant and 
about to give birth. Meanwhile she 
hypnotized the women on stage to 
be the delivery nurses. The audience 
absolutely loved the show and were 
all laughing and having a good time. 
In the end there were “3 healthy 
baby boys” all on stage with very 
loving fathers. This was the second 
hypnotist that I have been to and 
I was not disappointed. If you 
missed Nadeen Manuel and want 
to check out more events like this 
one, be sure to keep an eye out for 
posters and emails from The Hut. 


Nameen Manuel 
Event Poster, 
Photo Courtesy of 
Steve Plesac 
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS 


SATURDAY FEBRUARY 19 
Student 
Conductors 
Concert 


7:30 pm Steadman Theatre 


SUNDAY FEBRUARY 26 
Orchestra 
Concerto/ Aria 
Winners Concert 


2:30 pm Steadman Theatre 


THURSDAY MARCH 2- 
SUNDAY MARCH 5 
The Phantom of 
the Opera 


7:30 pm Straughn Auditorium 
(Thur-Sat) 
2:30 pm Straughn Auditorium 


(Sunday) 
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Tyre Nichols Case 


Thomas Wagner 
Flashlight Contributor 


In a suburban area in Memphis, 
IN, Tyre Nichols, a 29-year-old 
Black man, was stopped on January 
7 by Memphis Police Officers under 
the suspicion of reckless driving, Tyre 
Nichols ran away from the police 
because he was being attacked by 
them, but they caught him and beat 
him severely. Nichols died three days 
later due to his wounds. 


After his death, the police officers 
were fired and charged with second- 
degree murder for their involvement 
in his death. The public was outraged 
that a simple arrest could lead to the 
death of a person by police officers 
that could have handled the arrest 
more justifiably. After seeing body 
cameta footage of Trye Nichols 
being beaten, protestors began to 
march through many major cities. 
Some protests were peaceful, and 


SGA Announcements 


Jack Newell 

Staff Writer 
Expect fun events soon at MAs 
the spring semester resumes, and 
we all work to re-integrate ourselves 
into the campus community, SGA 
has been working hard to keep 
spirits high. Spring Fling is in being 
planned. Not many details can be 
revealed at this time, but it’s sure to 
be a blowout bash! SGA hosted the 
Super Bowl party last Sunday at The 
Hut, watching as the Philadelphia 
Eagles took on the Kansas City 


Chiefs. Free pizza and wings were 
provided to all in attendance, and 
the event was a touchdown (ha)... 

More is happening at The Hut! 
On February 16, the Black History 
Month rap battle will be taking 
place. The event will occur at 7:30 
p.m. and is open to all students. 
SGA has allocated $1,500 for the 
event. 

The Ski Club is going to Holiday 
Valley! The trip is sponsored by 
SGA, is available to all (prior 
experience is not required), and 


Mansfield University 


some were more destructive to police 
property. It seems that police are 
racist towards the Black community. 

I interviewed people about 
how they felt about this story. Eric 
Wagner, a central Pennsylvania 
elected official, was asked if he 
thought that police are racist towards 
the Black community, he said “It's 
hard to say. Statistics vary. I don't 
think it's necessarily a racial thing, 
but more of an abuse of power. A 


will take place April 1-3, with a 
maximum of forty attending. SGA 
allocated $5,000 for the event. If 
you are interested in joining the Ski 
Club on this trip, reach out to the 
club president, Shawn Lesitsky, at 
lesitskysm20@mansfield.edu. 

The Ski Club aren’t the only 
on the move! SGA is 
90’s-themed 
blading event on February 26 and 
27 in KFC. This event is open to 
all students. 


Skaters 


funding a roller 


Student leaders are on the move 


Psychology Club Meets Again 


Alexia Dye 
Treasurer 
Social Media Manager 

Paige Grant is a senior studying 
forensic psychology with minors 
in criminal justice and biology and 
she is the president of Mansfield’s 
Psychology Club. The Psychology 
Club on campus stopped meeting not 
long after the COVID-19 pandemic 
hit. When Paige found out, she 
decided to start the club up again. 
She thought it would be fun to gather 


with psychology students and help 
promote mental health. 

Even though it’s called Psychology 
Club, anybody on campus can join, 
regardless of major. Grant wants to 
focus on mental health. Some fun 
things she has planned for the club 
are activities such as yoga, hiking, 
movies nights, paint-n-sips, and 
mote. 

Grant likes about Psychology 


Club because it’s a safe space for her 


and other members to talk about 
mental health, and it’s a good time for 
her to be with her friends. She hopes 
that the club will have a positive 
impact on Mansfield’s campus. She 
hopes that the club will help end 
the stigma around mental health and 
show people that it is okay to get help 
when they need it. Psychology Club 
meetings are Wednesdays from 3:30- 
4:30 p.m. in South Hall 208. 


Meet the Senior: Kendall LeValley 


Alexia Dye 
Treasurer 
Social Media Manager 

Kendall LeValley, Editor-in-Chief 
of The Flashlight, joined the student- 
run newspaper in the fall of 2019, 
her freshman year. When asked 
why she had joined The Flashlight, she 
said, “Every event that I went to, no 
joke, from Accepted Students Day 
to Orientation, Jimmy [Guignard] 
would always say ‘I’m the new advisor 
for The Flashlight. ’m super excited 
about it. Make sure you join” Here I 
am as Editor-in-Chief 4 years later!” 

LeValley has been Editor-in-Chief 


for 2 years. She took the position her 
junior year. She graduates in May and 
hopes to leave a positive impact for 
future Flashlight staff. She hopes that 
everyone has as much fun as she had 
with the paper. LeValley had a lot of 
fun writing articles that she found 
both interesting and relevant to the 
campus body. She hopes that future 
staff will find a passion for writing 
like she did and have fun while 
undertaking the duties and following 
the mission of the club. 

When asked about advice for 
cutrent members, she said, “Tell 
your friends to join and keep writing 


because getting your friends to join 
will help form a network of good 
people and writers. Iam so proud of 
you and the potential I already know 
you have even when I’m gone.” 

To future members, she said, 
“Don’t be scated to write because 
even if you don’t know how to 
write for a newspaper, you will learn 
quickly and be better than you think.” 
This was her first leadership role and 
she has learned a lot from it. 


Flashlight Newspaper Senior 
Kendall LeValley, 

Photo Courtesy of 

Kendall LeValley 


very small amount of police officers 
has that issue and for the most part, 
these situations don't happen very 
often, they're just amplified more by 
the news.” 

Patricia Wagner, a retired teacher, 
was asked what her reaction was 
to the outcry of the nation by the 
She said, 
“Honestly, you have to wonder who 


protests in major cities. 


is really in it for the right reasons and 
to separate that from the people that 


| Spring Fling Anyone? 


as well! SGA is sponsoring a trip 
in order to attend the Board of 
Student 
Convention from March 24-26 on 


Government Presidents 


the Penn-West California campus. 

SGA’s Food Committee will 
be meeting soon with the new 
on-campus Aramark manager 
on Wednesday, February 22, in 
order to discuss future on-campus 
dining plans and adjustments. This 
meeting will be open to all. Future 
meetings will take place on the 
last Wednesday of every month. 
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are looking for attention. There are 
always going to be people that will try 
to make an injustice a racial issue to 
create turmoil among the people.” 

Tyre Nichols's death is a harsh 
reminder that our government needs 
to improve police accountability 
and training in how to interact with 
suspects appropriately. 


Location to be determined. 

The SGA _ Budget presently 
stands at ~$90,000, whereas the 
Committee on Finance budget 
stands at ~$20,000. 

If you would like additional 
information concerning any of 
these topics and more, all minutes 
are published on the official MU 
webpage. Our weekly meetings take 
place in Alumni 307 on Tuesdays at 


6 and are open to all. 
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11/13/2022 DUI, Underage 
Alcohol & Related Offenses 

On 11/11/2022 at 2:20 a.m., 
a traffic stop was conducted on 
a vehicle for a traffic violation. 
Subsequent investigation found 
the operator was under the age of 
21 and was under the influence 
of alcohol to the extent that they 
were incapable of safely operating 
a motor vehicle. The operator was 
subsequently taken into custody 


on suspicion of DUI, and they 


POLICE BEAT 


Anyone with information on any of these events are encouraged 


to contact the Mansfield University Police at 570-439-4900 


were later processed and released. 
Charges are pending for DUI and 


related traffic offenses. 
Reported 11/11/2022 at 2:20 a.m. 


11/14/2022 Criminal Mischief 

On 11/14/2022 at 10:15 p.m., 
damage was reported to one of the 
new art computers in Allen Room 
214. Anyone with any information 
please call Campus Police at 570- 
662-4900. 

Reported 11/14/2022 at 10:15 p.m. 


The Antelope of Allen 


Amanda Rutledge 
Production Manager 
Mansfield student Adyn Ulrich 
completed a new window mural 
in Allen Hall during the first two 
weeks of the Spring 2023 semester. 
Adyn Ulrich was 
in Martha Campbell’s 
Dimensional Design class during 
Fall 2022. During the course, 
Campbell assigned a project based 
on the principle of shape. Each 


enrolled 
Two- 


student drew a card from a spirit 
animal deck Campbell provided, 


and the students were tasked with 
creating a stained glass-themed 
image of the animal they selected. 

Ulrich drew an antelope and 
decided to create a saiga antelope 
for her project. “I think they’re 
funny because they’ve got little 
trunk noses,” Ulrich said. 

Ulrich’s antelope was selected via 
an anonymous judging panel to be 
painted on the window of Jocelyn 
Brion’s office, replacing the one 
from the year before. “My reward 
was a bunch of work!” Ulrich joked. 


Super Brother Bowl 


Semya Andrews-Laysears 
Staff Writer 

As the Philadelphia Eagles 
and Kansas City Chiefs approach 
Super Bowl LVII, besides the 
commercials and seeing Rihanna 
give her first musical performance 
in five years, the treat that some 
fans are looking forward to will be 
the Kelce brothers playing against 
each other. Jason Kelce (#62) plays 
for Philly and younger brother 
Travis (#84) plays for Kansas. This 
game will be the first Super Bowl 
game in history (in all fifty seven 
years of Super Bowl you would 
think this has happened at least 
once) that two brothers have played 
against each other. When it comes 


to the sports betting on a game 
like this, center Jason Kelce is a 1.5 
point favorite over Travis Kelce, 
who plays tight end. However, no 
matter which brother’s team takes 
home the game, their mother 
Donna Kelce wins with her sons. 
Both boys have already won a 
Super Bowl with their respective 
teams, which makes it more fun 
for their mother to encourage the 
healthy rivalry, gifting them both a 
Tupperware container of cookies 
during an interview with the NFL 
Network and wearing a jersey with 
each boys’ number on both sides. 
The Kelce brothers and _ their 
teams will be bringing previous 
Super Bowl wins, and both players 


2/1/2023 Code of Conduct 
Violations 

On or about the date of 
1/27/22 at 11:15 p.m., University 
Police responded to the report 
of a loud party in Sycamore Hall, 
Room 301. Police had responded 
to the same location for a similar 
incident approximately 1.5 hours 
earlier. Upon making contact with 
the occupants of the apartment, all 
individuals were identified and all 
those parties who did not reside at 


Hall 


Ulrich was tasked with scraping off 
the old mural, and then painting 
her antelope design onto the newly 
cleared space. The entire process 
was completed in two days, with 
close to 20 hours of work being put 
into the project. “The lines were the 
hardest part,’ Ulrich said. 

The mural is currently on view 
in the window of Jocelyn Brion’s 
office looking out into the main 
lobby of Allen Hall. 


Adyn Ulrich's 
Antelope Mural, 
Photo Courtesy of 
Amanda Rutledge 


having a combined total of nine 
All-Pro honors between 
Jason with five and Travis with 
four. Though they will be the first 
brothers to face each other at the 


them, 


Super Bowl, they have played 
against each other on the field three 
times before, with Travis Kelce 
and the Chiefs having won each of 
those games. Both teams ended the 
NFL 2022-2023 season with a 16-4 
record, giving fans everywhere a 
game to look forward to. This year, 
Super Bowl LVI will be held on 
Sunday, February 12, in Glendale, 
Arizona. 


that location were dispersed. The 
11 individuals involved have been 
referred to the campus Community 
Conduct Officer for their actions in 
relation to this incident. 

Reported 1/27/2023 at 11:15 p.m. 


2/4/2023 Underage Alcohol 
& Campus Policy 

On or about the date of 
2/3/2023, University Police 
responded to the report of a 
campus alcohol policy violation 


in Spruce Hall. In addition to 
the initial incident involving an 
individual over the age of 21, 
further investigation showed two 
of the involved individuals were 
under the age of 21 and under the 
influence. All three individuals were 
referred to the campus Community 
Conduct Officer for further action. 
Reported 2/3/2023 at 12:00 a.m. 
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Brett Stroup and includes stunning visual effects France, Austria, New Zealand, arrives on February 17. However, 


Secretary 

James Cameron is one of the 
most successful directors to step 
into the spotlight during the modern 
has 
blockbusters that have won many 
Academy Awards including Ava/ar, 
Terminator and the record-breaking 


era. He created numerous 


Titanic. 
Cameron prolonged those 
accomplishments with his latest 
installment, the sequel Avatar: The 
Way of Water. 'The new blockbuster 
continues to smash the box office 
and earns Cameron yet another 
milestone. The recent successes of 
Avatar: The Way of Water—a sequel 
that comes over a decade after the 


original—broke countless records 


Album Review | Heavy 


to boot. 

Disney confirmed in an official 
press release that Avatar: The Way of 
Water will likely surpass the number 
three spot for all-time box-office 
records, pushing T7tanics $2.18 
billion to the number four spot, and 
is only behind Avengers: Endgame’ 
(Anthony Russo) $2.71 billion and 
the original Avatars $2.92 billion. 
Avatar: The Way of Water currently 
sits at $2.174 billion globally and 
“repeat customers” should push it 
by Titanic next week which depicts 
the epic 1912 sinking of the RMS 
ship. 

The Way of Water now stands as 
the highest grossing film of all time 
in 19 different countries, including 


by Young Fathers 


Jack Newell 
Staff Writer 

Prior to listening through this 
record, I had never experienced an 
LP falling listed under the genre ‘Art 
Pop’ Scared, however intrigued, I 
dove head first into the project not 
knowing what to expect. 

Calling this album avant-garde 
fails to encapsulate the scope of 
its creativity. While it is certainly 
not an easy listen, it is rewarding to 
listen to and sounds unlike anything 
Ive heard before. Every verse, 
refrain, chorus, and transition leave 
you speculating what is to come, 
and you will be wrong every time. 


Mozart once broke free of Sonata 
form; Young Fathers scrapped 
everything in exchange for a 
soundscape so immersive that it 
leaves you checking where you are 
upon completing each piece. 
“Drum” is a truly captivating 
track, combining beats constructed 
through Jon Bellion and _late- 
Michael Jackson osmosis, the 
interplay of synths and vocal 
samples works to craft a world unto 
its own. Traditional African music 
is a clear inspiration to the project, 
and it shines through especially well 
in this track. It feels as if you’ve 


been placed into the middle of a 


MU Students Nearing 
Borough Treasure 


Derek Buck 
Flashlight Contributor 
Students Calista 


and Derek Buck are in correlation 


Nohai-Seaman 


with Develop Tioga as they are one 
step closer to reopening Maple Lanes, 
located on Main Street in downtown 
Mansfield. Both Calista and Derek, 
who are president and vice president 
of the newly established bowling 
club, drafted and signed an official 
letter which was turned over to 
Develop Tioga to be sent to the 
realtors that are in connection with 
the property. Develop Tioga is an 


organization located in Wellsboro, 
with a mission of coordinating ideas 
and services to promote economic 
ideas within the county to enrich 
businesses, communities and other 
organizations. The two organizations 
share a common goal, and that is to 
sutvey the damage, if granted, to see 
what it will take to fix the boroughs 
treasure. 

Maple Lanes, which shut down in 
2019, has been nothing but a memory 
by many in the Borough of Mansfield. 
Due to the owner passing away, no 
efforts were made to keep the family 


Puerto Rico and Bulgaria. Having 
been atop the domestic box office 
for the last seven weekends, Avatar 
2 becomes the first to maintain that 
streak since the original Avatar. The 
film has also proven to be an Oscar 
darling for the 2023 nominations, 
having earned nods for Best Sound, 
Best Best Visual 
Effects and the top category of 
Best Picture. Way of Water was also 
named one of the top 10 best films 
of 2022 by the National Board of 
Review and the 
Institute. 

The Way of Water has two more 
weekends to rack in the big bucks 
before the highly anticipated 
Antman and the Wasp: Quantomania 


Production, 


American Film 


Heavy 


soiree, but everyone is doing their 
own thing, and it somehow comes 
together beautifully. 

“Holy Moly” is another favorite 
in my mind. The inclusion of a 
chorus feels almost refreshingly 
radical amongst it all. 

“I Saw” is truly unlike anything 
I’ve heard before. Seemingly simple 
bass loops and a narrator quickly 
compound into an ever-growing 
orchestra of synths, vocalists, 
drums, and some sound that must 
have been taken from a car crash 
(tastefully, mind you). It was at this 
point that I understood the meaning 
of ‘Art Pop.’ I like it, Picasso. 


Deal of 


favorite establishment afloat. Much 
has been rumored around why it shut 
down besides the owner passing away, 
like outdated technology and very 
few assistance. A recent interview by 
a resident in Mansfield, whose name 
was requested to remain anonymous 
stated, “If it were up to me, I would 
of pitched in the help and not 
take it for granted.” Calista, who 
is a graduate of Rocky Point high 
school, is a freshman with significant 
experience in bowling. She has won 
3 major tournaments during her high 
school career. Her and Derek, who is 


that is not to say that will mark the 
end of the Panduran adventures 
success and it could still continue 
to climb slowly and potentially pass 
Avengers: Endgame’ record. 

Disney clearly seems eager to 
allow Avatar 2 to keep earning at 
the box office as it sets course for a 
long theatrical run. Fans should not 
expect to see Avatar 2 at home on 
Disney+ anytime soon, especially 
since it shows no sign of slowing 
down. One has to wonder what 
this all could mean for Cameron’s 
continued for the box 
office and Oscar nods with Avatar 
3 set to hit theatres in 2024. 


SUuCCCSS 


In all honesty, I played through 
this album at midnight, and thus 
struggled to grasp the true meaning 
of “Brush your teeth, wash your 
face, run away” as repeated within 
the chorus of “I Saw.” Again, it’s 
not an easy listen. This is the only 
“downside” of the record, which 
is certainly not enough to weigh 
it down. Overall, I give the album 
a 9/10: immersive, fascinating, 
confusing, and a must hear for 
anyone with a good pair of 
headphones. 


a senior at MU, have both won the 
Bar wat’s cup up at Crystal Lanes. 
Both Calista and Derek are associated 
with the Bowling Club on campus 
and have raised a total of $300 in 
one fundraiser hosted by Crystal 
Lanes that was held on October 23. 
The manager, Bobby Downing, said 
it was an absolute pleasure meeting 
such gteat people, and he hopes to 
have them return again for another 
fundraiser. 
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Covid’s Effect on the University’s Student Activities 


Jasmine Hilton 
Flashlight Contributor 
On February 3, president of 
the SGA, Alexander Fisher, was 
asked about the decrease in student 
activities on the Mansfield campus. 
In 2020, Covid impacted many, 
including college students. Mansfield 
is known for having many student 
activities throughout the year to 
bring the university’ community 
together, but it seems there has 
been a decrease. Fisher reflected 
her thoughts about the impact of 


Covid on the organization and 
student activities. “Pre-covid, the 
membership in SGA was higher and 
students seemed more excited to 
be there. Post-covid, we are trying 
to bring back fun activities students 
want to see but it is a bit harder since 
we have fewer people to help us plan 
and run these events.” 

Because of Covid, many different 
lost 
members. Fisher said, “There was 


organizations on campus 
also a loss of general knowledge on 


how to run a club or organization. 


I have tried to help clubs when they 
ask but it is hard to predict who needs 
help and just does not know to ask 
me.” 

One year later, Fisher is at the end 
of her presidential term for SGA. “T 
am already starting to see a shift in 
student involvement. More students 
are more excited about getting 
involved and I think this will really 
help grow the clubs on campus,” 
she said. Any student interested 
in sharing ideas for activities are 
welcome to send their ideas to SGA. 


Emails and messages can be sent to 
the e-board in the organization or can 
be sent during meetings. Meetings 
take place every Tuesday in Alumni 
Hall 307 at 6pm and are open to the 
public. Fisher adds, “I am also trying 
to be in my office (Alumni 106) or 
Mountie Coffee on Tuesdays from 
9am to 10:30am for students to come 
to voice their concerns or just learn 
about SGA.” 

Fisher was a member of SGA 
in spring 2022 when she decided to 
run for president. She was elected by 


Student Film Comes to Life on Campus 


Semya Andrews-Laysears 
Staff Writer 

For the last two months, our 
campus has secretly been the filming 
site of the upcoming feature flick, 
HYDE, written and directed by 
student Angel Garcia. Students may 
not recognize the name, but may 
recognize him as the guy who says 
“Hil” to everyone at Mountie Coffee 
with a huge smile on his face, whether 
he knows them or not. 


Inspired by the Robert Louis 
Stevenson story, Garcia is taking on 
the daunting task of putting Doctor 
Henry Jekyll and his alter ego Mister 
Hyde to the screen. Having been an 
avid movie fan since youth, Angel 
has been writing and creating stories 
since the first time he watched The 
Amazing Spiderman 2 starring Toby 
Maguire, but really poured his craft 
into screen and movie writing after 
watching Mike Myers’ Austin Powers 


films. By writing his own screenplay 
adaptation for the story, Angel brings 
the novel characters into our time 
and place, including Mansfield in the 
settings of key events, and doing what 
he feels is a justice to the characters 
of Jekyll and Hyde. Garcia decided 
to make his film based on his feeling 
that 
did not capture the latter character 


existing film interpretations 


correctly, and he wants to create this 


Coat 


story in a way where Hyde is “still 


That ‘90s Show Revival? 


Angel Garcia 
Staff Writer 
Today in Hollywood, many 
shows ate experiencing a serious 
pandemic: the Revival Pandemic. 
From Full House to Fuller House, 
Boy Meets World to Girl Meets 
World, and countless other shows 
are experiencing struggles in this 
pandemic. Except one. 
That 90’s Show, a new show on 


Netflix, is a continuation of the hit 


Back from the Dead: Dead Space 


Adon Duda 
Staff Writer 

By popular demand, the sci-fi 
horror “Dead Space” videogame 
remake was released January 27, 
playable on PC, PS5 and Xbox series 
X and §, ushering in the beginning of 
a total series reboot. 

“Dead Space,” created by Visceral 
Games, made its release in 2008. The 
player plays as a mechanic named 
Isaac Clarke, a silent protagonist 


show That “70s Show. Starring Debra 
Jo Rupp and Kurtwood Smith, who 
are reprising their roles from the 
former, the series follows the Formans 
watching their granddaughter, Leia, 
over the summer. We follow Leia 
and her adventures with her new 
friends, ranging from romance to 
shenanigans. From the trailers and 
ideas, it 
However, many were surprised. 


shouldn’t have worked. 


There ate many surprises in this 


(which means he doesn’t talk), who 
is dispatched with three others to 
an intergalactic human space colony 
called the “Ishimura” for repairs. 
The Ishimura is known as the first 
deep-space “planet-cracker” which 
means it's not only the first ship able 
to enter deep space, but it is also 
the first mining colony. Upon the 
attival of Isaac and crew, there are 
explosions that damage the ship and 
barely survive the landing in one of 


show. Although cameo appearances 
from That ‘70s 


expected, it was warm and endearing 


Show cast were 


to still see the charm and humor 
their characters have after all these 
years. The chemistry in this series 
is incredible. The new cast mates, 
including Leia and her friends, do an 
incredible job showing the emotion 
and teenage angst of the nineties. 
The new protagonist, Leia, is the 
perfect fish out of water character 


the Ishimura's docks. Shortly after, 
everyone is attacked by strange and 
terrifying alien creatures. Players 
spend the game trying to not only 
sutvive the monsters, using various 
weapons and upgrades you get in the 
game, but are also trying to escape 
the “Ishimura.” 

This game led to a couple more 
games in the series and a “spiritual 
successor” (a game that has a minor 
plot difference, but almost the same 


Doctor Jekyll, but only his truly evil 
self, his dark side.” 

With this passion project being 
Garcia’s first feature film project 
in the six years he’s been making 
movies, Garcia has put together a 
talented cast and crew, with fellow 
Mansfield students, friends, 
anyone else who has the desire to help 


and 


him bring his biggest idea to screen. 
The crew members and cast can be 
seen filming in buildings and rooms 


for this show. She is sweet, endearing, 
highly intelligent and very goofy. 
In general, she’s a good kid. Now, 
on paper, that’s a problem in any 
series due to unrelatability with the 
audience. But like earlier, Leia is still 
a kid. She makes mistakes, she lied to 
her grandparents to sneak off, and 
she has a lot of experiences in only a 
span of ten episodes. The rest of the 
cast did incredible as well, portraying 
their characters well. 


Remade 


total plot, game mechanics and 
even directors sometimes) called 
“The Castillo Protocol,” which was 
released last year. 

The “Dead Space” remake follows 
the story of the original greatly, with 
only a few minor changes. They added 
a fourth member to Isaac’s crew, there 
ate some added cinematic scenes 
that weren't in the original game, 
the Zero-G areas use the mechanic 
system used in later installments of 


the student body and took the role. 
“Before I joined SGA, I didn’t know 
where to go with some complaints, 
so I have really enjoyed being able to 
give students someone to share their 
concerns with,’ says Fisher. “I was 
nervous to make the jump to e-board, 
but I love being involved in campus 
and this job ended up being perfect 


for me as a new e-board membet.” 


actoss campus and throughout the 
town, often laughing together and 
bouncing their creative ideas off of 
each other, using their strengths to 
bring in extras, props, and their best 
performances for scenes within the 
film. “HYDE” is set to premiere in 
mid-April 2023, releasing on Gatcia’s 
website, and he plans to submit it to 
upcoming film festivals to be shown 
to the public. 


The only complaint from this 
show is the overuse of the laugh 
track. It slows down later on in the 
season, but it feels forced at times. 
The first episode is a mixed bag, but 
as the series goes on, you can see 
the potential for more stories in the 
future. 

This seties receives 4/5 Angel 
Wings. (Angel Wings will be the new 
rating system for Angel’s Reviews) 


the original series and Isaac talks now. 
We get a better understanding of 
Isaac in this remake that we couldn’t 
really get in the original. Another 
difference is the video quality. The 
level of detail and lighting, along 
with more background sound (and 
original sound and music), are greatly 
improved. 
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Meet the Athlete: 
Michael Beals 


Kendall LeValley 
Editor-in-Chief 

Michael Beals is a 
majoring in Criminal Justice and 
a member the football team and 
the track team. Beals serves as a 
running back for the football team 
and participates in the 60-meter, 
100-meter and 200-meter dash 


on the track team. Beals’ favorite 


junior 


part about being on each team is 
similar: he enjoys the energy of his 
teammates while preparing for a 
game or a meet. He also mentioned 
the activities that come along with 
being on the teams, such as going 
out to eat, bus rides and being in the 
locker room. He noted “Me, Don, 
Shaun and Quake would all joke 
around on the track team.” When it 
comes to goals for each sport, Beals 
would like to score a touchdown in 


Michael Beals, 
Photo Courtesy of Michael Beals 


Common Issues: How the Commonwealth 
University Transition has Affected Students 


Olivia Bowman 

Flashlight Contributor 
At the beginning of spring 
the 
Was 


semester, the transition to 
Commonwealth University 
not as smooth as expected, with 
students and faculty experiencing 
problems with email, printing, and 
classes. 


The 
Monday, January 16, even though 


email merge occurred 
the three schools became one on 
July 1, 2022. Faculty had their email 
changed to “commonwealth.edu” 
and many couldn’t sign into their 
accounts. Students and staff had to 
troubleshoot the Outlook email app 


with Microsoft. “When they did the 


Microsoft upheaval, I got locked 
out of all my accounts which was 
really inconvenient as I was taking 
a winter course,’ said Taya-Reese 
Johnson, a freshman English major. 

During the first and second 
week of the Spring 2023 semester, 
a number of students had difficulty 
using the printers across campus. 
Their 
connected to the printers and 


accounts ate no longer 
need to be reconnected on the 
administration side. 

There are some technical issues 
with Duo Mobile, the online security 
system. When signing into student 
accounts, there is a code sent to 
the students’ phone to approve the 


sign in and improve security. But in 
some students’ cases, they need to 
enter the code every time they sign 
in anywhere, which is inconvenient. 

Some students do not enjoy 
online classes such as Zoom classes. 
“T am not a fan of Zoom classes 
in general, especially for major 
specific classes. I don’t mind taking 
one for a non-major course, but 
when it is important for my major, 
in person is ideal,’ junior biology 
major Faith Cameron said. Zoom 
classes may occur more because a 
student might decide to major in a 
course of study located at one of 
the other campuses. 

Despite these 


issues, the 


Commonwealth University — will 
benefit students in the long run. 
“Benefit from all the resources of a 
large university with the affordable, 
personalized education you expect 
- all at the campus you choose. It's 
up to you,” the Commonwealth 
University website states. 

All three campuses have the 
same tuition prices. “This affects 
my current education because if 
they don’t have a class at Mansfield, 
I know that I will be able to attend 
a class at another campus without 
extra charge,” said Olivia Hudson, 
a freshman accounting major. 

The Commonwealth University 
will give a larger variety of options 


football and to “break 11 seconds” 
in his 100-meter dash during a track 
meet. 

In addition to being an athlete, 
Beals serves on the Student Athlete 
Advisory Committee (SAAC). In 
his free time, he enjoys playing video 
games, playing sports and running, 
working out, lifting weights and 
hanging out with his friends. One 
interesting fact about Beals is that 
he had shoulder surgery over break 
to repair his dislocated shoulder. “I 
almost died over break,’ he said. 
Beals experienced complications 
due to an infection with his stitches 
which resulted in a total of three 
different surgeries to fully repair 
his shoulder. He now has a tube in 
his bicep to help keep the infection 
under control. 


“The 
integration is part of the reason 
why I selected Mansfield,” says 
Johnson. 


for incoming — students. 


Current upper-class students 
may not experience the full effects 
of the merge. “It hasn’t really 
affected my education as most 
classes are still in person and on 
campus. I am studying to become 
a physical therapist and attending 
grad school, and before the merge 
there was no specific PT’ track, 
but now there is, so it benefits 
future PT students but not myself,” 


Cameron said. 
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Sigma Tau Delta & The Flashlight present... 


“TS weeks on a BUS...” 
writing contest 


Imagine you are on a bus for fifteen weeks. Eventually, your phone dies and you 
start to get bored. You look around and decide to start talking to the person 
next to you. As you talk, you start to tell them a story, either true or fictional, 

that starts one of these ways... 


1. Write a story that starts with “Let’s go for a walk.’ 


2. Write a story about someone scrambling on New Year’s Eve to fulfill their 
resolutions for the entire year before the clock strikes twelve 


3. Write a story that starts with someone getting in a taxi and saying “Follow 
that car!” 


4.Write a story about someone walking through a park on a spring evening 
told only through internal dialogue 


5.“Come here. No, not you.” 


We want to hear your stories using one of these five prompts! Both fiction and 
non-fiction stories will be accepted from students and faculty alike. Winners 
will be announced on April 17 and published in the final issue of The Flashlight 
on April 27. And for the artists on campus, enter the “Every Artist Tells A Story” 
division. After all, if you were on a bus for 15 weeks, you'd start talking about 
your art sooner or later. Send us a picture of your favorite creation along with 
the story behind it. Winners will also be awarded with a gift basket containing a 
$15 Barnes & Noble gift card along with their publication in The Flashlight. All 
submissions are due to orcuttgO5@mansfield.edu on April 7. Please include 
what division you are entering (student writing, faculty writing, or art) along 
with the prompt your story uses. Good luck! 
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Hilton Surpasses 1,000 Points 


Madison Swisher 
Flashlight Contributor 
Mansfield Women's basketball 
star Jasmine Hilton surpassed 1,000 
points at a recent Pink Out game on 
February 11. “It feels amazing and 
such a blessing to be able to score 
1,000 points within three seasons,” 
Hilton said. Hilton started playing 
basketball in 8th grade, with the 
support of her family. Hilton’s main 
position is power forward, though 
sometimes she play as a small forward. 
“T do both, but mainly play power 
forward,’ Hilton said. When asked 
what excites her the most about the 
game, she said the competitiveness. 
Hilton adds, “It makes the game 
more fun to be a part of-” 


Her team got together the night 
before the big game and made her a 
basket, posters and got her balloons. 
Hilton realized she was 50 points 
away from the 1,000 points about 
a week before the Pink Out game. 
She mentioned it to her coach, Amy 
Senefelder who told her not to worry 
about it. Amy Senefelder said, “T 
knew there was a chance she could 
reach it, but wasn’t positive and I 
didn’t want her to put that pressure 
on herself. But she just went out there 
and played her game and got it!”’ 

During the game, Hilton focused 
on competing alongside her team. 
She did however notice something 
change in the crowd moments before 


hitting her goal. Hilton said, “TI saw 
everyone pull their cameras out and 
I just had a feeling that maybe I was 
close to hitting it.” 

Silence fell across the court as 
Hilton prepared to take the shot. The 
ball swishes through the net, and fans 
and the team erupts into screams, 
roars, and chants. The MU women's 
team runs onto the court to surround 
Hilton. The crowd went wild, with 
MU students on their feet screaming 
and hugging each other and recording 
the moment. Mansfield students and 
parents came together at thismoment 
to show the MU family community 
everyone always talks about. “Tt was 
a memorable moment that I don't 
think I'll ever forget,’ Hilton said. 


Jasmine Hilton celebrates her achievment 
Photo Courtesy of Emma Palmer 


Motivation is something that 
every athlete needs. Hilton says she 
is motivated and inspired by other 
basketball players, especially by 
former MU basketball star Alison 
Tagliaferri, the all-team 
scoring leader in the program. 

Hilton plans on ___ playing 
after college and plans to play 
professionally overseas. “Not only will 
T still play basketball and get paid for 
it but I will be able to travel and gain 
new experiences,’ Hilton said. The 
NCAA gives winter sport athletes 
the opportunity to have an extra year 
of eligibility, therefore Hilton will be 
seizing that opportunity to continue 
playing at Mansfield. Her next goal is 
to surpass 1,795 points. 


current 
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Check the Cupboard: Campus Food Pantry 


Jasmine Hilton 

Flashlight Contributor 
On the Mansfield campus, the 
Mansfield Food Pantry, also known 
as the Mansfield Cupboard, started 
in Alumni Hall 114 five years ago. 
The Cupboard became yet another 
resoutce available to students who 
might need food or who are unable to 
leave campus to purchase necessities. 
The food pantry hasn't received 
much attention since COVID, and 


many students don't know what is 
available. 

The food bank is 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays. The 
pantry is staffed by students who 
will help and provide students with 
information. Afterward, the student- 


accessible 


workers give students free reign 
to toam around and locate needed 
items. The food pantry stocks canned 
goods, sauces, snacks, chilled goods, 


Tune in to WNTE 89.5 
Loudest Voice 


Valerie Miller 
Staff Writer 

If you’ve ever been in Alumni 
Hall, you’ve probably seen the 
rectangular room in the middle 
of the lounge area on the second 
floor. That room is the campus 
radio station WNTE 89.5. Many 
people are unaware of the fact that 
the campus has a station. The radio 
station was started in 1967 and 
has been a providing music to the 
campus and community since. 

Ken Huber, General Manager 
of the radio station, shared how 
his life at the radio station changed 
his time here at the university. 
Huber has been at the radio station 
for three years and has had many 
different started 
out as a Student Government 


positions. He 


representative. He became the news 


and sports director then moved on 
to his current position as Chief 
engineer, the person who maintains 
the station; the 
director, who manages all of the 
that play 
the air, and his latest position as 


underwriting 


advertisements over 
General Manager. 

Huber recalls that when he first 
came to campus, he did not know 
anyone, but once he joined the 
station, he had an instant family. 
He also shared that under his 
management he is proud to say that 
the station has become even closer 
as a family. 

People are encouraged to join 
WNTE at any time. Joing the station 
grows social networks and is a great 


resume builder. Being a member of 
the station can help with leadership, 
life skills, workstyle experience, and 


personal care items, cleaning supplies, 
toiletries, hair products, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, winter equipment, and 
even laundry detergent. The SNAP 
(Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program) benefit applications are 
among the other resources available 
at the food bank. Students at MU 
benefit from this, because everything 
is completely free! 

For students to donate any items 
they may no longer need, donation 


buckets are dispersed throughout 
the campus. The North Hall Library, 
Lower Manser and other buildings on 
campus currently have blue buckets 
where students can donate hygiene 
items for the pantry. Students can visit 
the food bank or ask questions about 
the available services in room 114 of 
Alumni Hall or emails can be sent to 
MA-FoodPantry@commonwealth. 
edu. 


Mansfield University’s 


creativity. Huber said that since the 
station is an actual business, it can 
feel like and become a real work 
environment. Huber recalled a time 
that he was called to the station at 
four in the morning to help fix a 
technical problem. He said, “since 
we are a business, we work like one 
too.” 

Joining the radio station can 
help people be more creative and 
do what they want to do. There are 
different shows that people can do. 
The shows range from morning 
talk shows to film-inspired music to 
late-night sports talk shows. Huber 
says that the station for him has 
become a “great way to express” 
himself, and he loves to do talk 
shows with some people in the 
station. Being a member of WNTE 
can help people push themselves 


out of their comfort zones. Many 
people have come into the station 
worried about what they would say, 
ot how to work all of the buttons 
and sliders, but everyone can grow 
and learn from the experience that 
comes from working live on the air. 

If you are interested in joining 
the WNTE 89.5 radio family, stop 
by the radio station in the middle 
of Alumni Hall while someone 
is there, and they will give you 
mote information. Or contact the 
General Manager Ken Huber at 
huberke22@mansfield.edu with 
questions. For more information 
scan the QR code. 


WNTE Graphic (left), 

Photo Courtesy of WNTE 89.5 
WNTE QR Code (top), 

Photo Courtesy of Lachlan Diehl 


UPCOMING 
EVENTS 


SUNDAY MARCH 12 
Intercollegiate 
Band Concert 


2:00 pm Steadman Theatre 


THURSDAY APRIL 13 

Percussion En- 

semble & Brass 
Band Concert 


7:30 pm Steadman Theatre 


SATURDAY APRIL 15 
Symphonic Band 
Concert 


2:30 pm Steadman Theatre 


SUNDAY APRIL 16 
Festival Chorus 
Concert 


2:30 pm Steadman Theatre 
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A Season of Learning 


Taya-Reese Johnson 
Staff Writer 
Despite closing their season 
with a 66-83 loss in Millersville 
Pucillo 


against the Marauders, Mountaineers’ 


University’s Gymnasium 
men’s basketball still has time left on 
their clock. 

In the February 25 matchup, 
the Mountaineers drew first blood 
as they went on a 5-0 run during 
the first minutes of the game. The 
Mountaineers went into halftime 
leading 41-35 and, with just over 13 
minutes left, the Mountaineers lost 
their lead and never got it back. 

Junior guard Gabe Perez led 
the Mountaineers with 19 points. 
Sophomore guard Manir Waller led 
the team with 32 minutes and was the 
top rebounder, with seven defensive 
rebounds. Sophomore guard Idris 
Ali contributed to the Mountaineers’ 
offensive efforts as he went four for 
five at the line and two for four from 
outside of the arc. Freshman guard 
Michael Dickson had two steals 
and scored ten points. Sophomore 
forward Scott Woodring scored two 
points and got his hands on five 
rebounds, one offensive and four 
defensives. 

Before the 
basketball coaches, Coaches Szentesy 
and Coach Rell, 


game, Mounties’ 


sat down with 


"The Flashlight" to reflect on the 
season and talk about the team’s 
future. Ahead of their game against 
the Marauders, the team’s energy 
was high in practice and made for 
“probably one of the best [practices] 
in several weeks,’ Coach Szentesy 
said. In practices, the coaches made 
a point to hammer home rebounding 
and boxing-out as the team had 
been inconsistent with it throughout 
the season. For Coach Szentesy, it 
was important to prioritize what is 
important for each individual game. 
The focused practice paid off as the 
Mountaineers grabbed 32 rebounds 
against the Marauders. Likewise, the 
coaching staff made sure that the 
guys put up a lot of shots as many of 
the good looks that they get in games 
do not fall. The Mountaineers made 
close to 40% of theit shots in the 
field, while the Marauders made over 
51% of theirs. 

While what happens on the court 
makes a difference in how successful 
a team is, the importance of what 
happens off-court behind the scenes 
cannot be overlooked. Cultivating a 
productive coaching dynamic played 
a large role in this season’s successes. 
candid. “I 
couldn’t have made a better hire,” in 


Coach Szentesy was 


speaking of how important Coach 
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Rell’s hiring has been for the team. 
Coach Rell was a previous player for 
the Mountaineers and his familiarity 
with the school and the program 
made Coach Szentesy’s decision an 
easy one. Coach Szentesy said, “As 
he is younger, that goes a long way 
. [He] is 
really good with player development, 
... We're 
constantly communicating” As 
Coach Rell and Coach Szentesy 
worked to find their own coaching 


in relating with the players .. 


and improving skill levels 


groove, their young team did the 
same. This season, the Mountaineer 
roster featured seven freshmen, six 
sophomores, and two juniors. The 
players have had a successful stint in 
the classroom, and with that part of 
the ‘student-athlete’ title falling into 
place, it is not surprising that they had 
no on ot off-court issues with each 
other. 

In acclimating such a young roster 
to fast-moving PSAC basketball, 
Coach Szentesy and Coach Rell have 
made sure that they have championed 
not only the development of skills 
on their roster but in their player’s 
character and their contributions to 
the team’s culture. Coach Szentesy 
said about looking for quality players 
“Don’t 
change who you are as a coach. You, 


and even better people, 


34 


WANSFIELD 
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in fact, have to stick to who you ate.” 
No matter the amount of talent of a 
player, team culture plays a huge role 
on-court and cannot afford to take a 
hit for a ‘special’ signing. 

I asked the coaches about the role 
that individual egos play amongst 
the team. Coach Rell made things 
perfectly clear. “Egos will kill your 
team if people don’t know how to 
sacrifice theirs. It’s hard to do for 
young guys,” Rell said. In speaking 
of his playing experience, Coach 
Rell said, “I’ve been on teams where 
they have lots of individual talent 
and massive egos, and they’re just as 
bad if not worse as the teams with 
no talent.” The coaches agreed that 
this season’s groups ate arguably 
one of the humblest of both of 
their coaching careers. Additionally, 
checked egos were deciding factors 
for choosing team captains, “Idris 
Ali and Scott Woodring ... high 
achieving students ... our hardest 
workers ... Everyone respects them, 
looks up to them and they treat 
people right ... that’s the culture,” 
Coach Szentesy said. As a reporter 
and a fan of the team, I think I speak 
for everyone when I say that kind of 
culture is one that we would like to 
see stick around. 
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Men's Basketball Team , 
Photo Courtesy of 
https://gomounties.com/ 
sports/mens-basketball 
roster?path=mbball 


In reflecting on any particular loss 
that stood out to the coaches, they 
were reminiscent of their matchup 
Edinboro University 
Fighting Scots after the Mountaineers 
lost 73-75 after going into the half 
leading 42-34. “We had played some 
1-3-1 zone, and it worked for us 


against the 


several times and for some reason, 
we didn’t think to switch it up. There 
are substitutions that you make 
throughout a season, and some don’t 
pan out in matchups like you thought 
they would,” Coach Szentesy said. He 
continued, “In the way we do things 
in games, we are very methodical, and 
we run off each other. Two heads are 
better than one, imagine how four or 
five could really change things.” 
What ifs are a slippery slope and 
in Mansfield athletics, the recurrent 
one of playing in the top-heavy 
and bottom-soft PSAC West would 
difference in teams’ 


make any 


successes ate thought-provoking. 
Perhaps the move could alleviate 
the team’s problem with focusing, 
which Szentesy called “a trait of a 
young group.” While the loss was a 
tough end to the season, Coaches 
Szentesy and Rell are looking forward 
to another go-around with the guys 
in the fall and have highlighted an 
increase in film sessions as an avenue 
to explore to take their players’ games 
to the next level. 
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Snowless I- 


Brett Stroup 
Secretary 
There are parts of the western 
United States that have been 
bombarded with historic winter 
“La Nina” 
season but other cities in the east 


weather during this 


are wondering: where is the snow? 
Residents of the nation’s capital have 
not measured much more than a 
trace of snow all season. 

In New York City the snow has 
not seen its typical snow for this 
season. Philadelphia has recorded 
less than 2 inches and is way below 


95 Cities 


average this time of year. according 
to records. 

“That whole corridor —New York, 
Philly, Baltimore, D.C. — they haven't 
had any accumulating snow yet, 
which is highly unusual,” Tom Kines, 
senior meteorologist at AccuWeather, 
said. “And even up into Boston, even 
though it's snowing up there, they 
haven't had a whole lot of snow there 
either.” 

The average accumulation 
through about the third week of 
January for New York City is nearly 
11 inches while in Philadelphia they 


see around 8 inches and Washington 
DC. ranks at 4.6 inches. So far, 
the cities have not recorded much 
more than a few snowflakes. New 
York City did recently receive some 
snowfall to officially put them on the 
snow board. 

Kines said that the storm track 
to the west of the cities, mainly 
from Texas and into Tennessee 
toward western Pennsylvania and 
the Great Lakes region is not very 
supportive to give the I-95 big snows, 
but rather encourages rain and mild 
temperatures. ““There’s been a lot of 


storms that have maybe gone through 
Texas and up through Tennessee and 
into western Pennsylvania. Those 
are the kind of tracks that keep the 
1-95 corridor in the mild weather. 
We haven’t seen anything unusual at 
least in the mid-Atlantic or northeast 
about the storm tracks,’ he said. 

While temperatures have been 
mild for most of the Northeast, it is 
possible for March to turn colder and 
may shift the storm track to the south 
which would create opportunities for 
“big snows” in the I-95 cities. 


Awarning fromthe Environmental 
Protection Agency says that total 
snowfall has decreased in some parts 
of the country such as the Northeast 
over the last 100 years. The EPA said, 
“In addition to changing the overall 
rate of precipitation, climate change 
can lead to changes in the type of 
precipitation.” 

The EPA says the Pacific 
Northwest has seen a decline in total 
snowfall and the “proportion of 
precipitation falling as snow.’ Some 
areas have seen increases, such as parts 
of the Great Lakes region. 


Pollution Concerns after Ohio train derailment 


Olivia Bowman 
Flashlight Contributor 

On February 3, a train in 
Ohio derailed while carrying toxic 
chemicals and exploded, causing 
several environmental and medical 
concerns. 

Residents in East Palestine, Ohio, 
wete evacuated from their homes 
due to the toxins released from the 
explosion. Officials intentionally 
released the chemicals into the air to 
prevent a larger explosion. Three days 
later residents were allowed to return 


to their homes. The Environmental 
Protection Agency is monitoring the 
toxins in the air and water. 

“They’te saying there’s no traces of 
contamination to our water sources 
but lots of people don’t believe them 
so my family has been using bottled 
water for everything” said Micheal 
Sabitini, a resident of Akron, whose 
family lives approximately 12 miles 
from the accident. 

Although the Agency said it was 
safe for residents to return, many 
members 


community reported 


headaches, irritation of the eyes, and 
other medical issues. Residents found 
thousands of animals dead due to the 
toxin release. Civilians are demanding 
answers from their governors on 
what this means for their homes. 
The train was carrying vinyl 
chloride which is used to make 
plastic but it also causes cancers. 
Vinyl chloride is extremely harmful 
to humans and can cause symptoms 
residents are reporting, President 
Joe Biden has given funds to the 
governors of Ohio, Pennsylvania, 


Black Greek Life for Mansfield? 


Donyae Burrous 

Flashlight Contributor 
Mansfield University has very 
few social spaces such as Greek life 
for people of color. The advisor 
of Greek life at Mansfield, Amy 
Delozier, stated that she has tried 
to bring back certain sorority and 
fraternities (such as Delta Sigma 
Theta and Phi Beta Sigma) but due to 
lack of graduates, they felt as though 
they would not be able to maintain 
the chapter and it would eventually 
shut down and become inactive. 
Before the Delozier 
worked to revive these chapters for 
Mansfield, but due to lack of interest, 


pandemic, 


she was unsuccessful. She has stated 
the last student interested transferred 
to another school and since then, 
there has been little interest amongst 
students. 

Black Greek Organizations were 
established in the early 20th century 
due to the trials and tribulations of 
what many people of color had to 
go through. This resulted in African 
Americans creating a safe space for 
us to be ourselves and form a sense 
of brotherhood or sisterhood in 
hopes of coping with daily struggles 
of our times. People of color decided 
to form these organizations to 
help people of color cope with the 


struggles of troubling times. 

Mansfield University is a 
Predominantly White Institution 
(PWI). From 2017-2021, students 
of color made up 11-15% of the 
campus population while other 
students of color which made up 
another 5%. This evidence shows 
that we need more representation 
for people of color on campus. One 
possibility would be through the 
Greek life system. 


Currently we do not have enough 
interest to maintain a fraternity or 
sorority for people of color because 
not enough people want to pledge. 
However, it seems as though if 


and West Virginia to support citizens 
through this disaster. The crash was 
caused by an overheated wheel on a 
car that caused a fire. 

The derailment affects citizens 
beyond East Palestine into more 
of Ohio, Pennsylvania, and West 
Virginia residences. The toxins leaked 
into the Ohio River which provides 
water to those three states. 

Civilians have been told to find 
other sources of water for the 
time being, Toxins spilled into the 
river reportedly killed 3,500 fish. 


students interested here, 
then the schools could maintain 
different Greek life as such as they 
do on HBCU campuses. Students 
may realize that college or just this 


were 


university is not for them, so they 
transfer. 

Students tend to always complain 
about there not being anything for 
people of color, but they aren’t 
interested in the Greek life that could 
be the perfect community for people 
of color. Students seem to have other 
priorities or different life challenges; 
however students 
participate in activities despite them 


not enough 


being on campus. 


The Ohio River is being tested and 
officials say the toxin levels are very 
low. Residents are still cautious of the 
water and many are not drinking tap 
or taking showers. 

“Well, so far for us the only thing 
we have got is acid rain. Nothing else 
though. We checked our water with 
chemical test kits my dad brought 
home from work and they came back 
negative” Charles Heckman said. 
Heckman lives in Howland, Ohio, 
approximately 36 miles from the 
accident. 


Greek life could possibly bring 
people of color together and serve 
a community that is not their own 
while forming lifelong bonds with 
people who will be a part of you 
forever. This could also give students 
something to pass down with the 
family that you choose to create. It 
could bring a better demographic 
from the people of color and give 
them the numbers that they deserve. 
The only question that still lingers 
would be if we have tried before 
and failed, now that we are under 
the umbrella of a bigger school, will 
there be another attempt to try again? 
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SGA Is Working For You! | SGA Report 


Jack Newell 
Staff Writer 
The first student leaders meeting 
was held on campus in Alumni 307 
on Friday, March 3, at 1 pm. The 
goal was to bring together leaders 
across the many communities on 
campus, allowing for discussion 
among club presidents of each 
recognized student organization. 
Seventy-five dollars was allocated 
to the event. 
The SGA-sponsored 90s’ 
Themed Roller-Skating Party took 
place in KFC from 6-9 pm on 


February 27 and 28. Roller skates 
and blades were provided to all in 
attendance, and pizza and wings 
wrapped up the night. Others 
on campus were rolling back as 
SAGA hosted a destress coloring 
night on February 15 in Alumni 
307 to promote mental health and 
awareness. 

Across campus, vatious troad- 
trips are planned, as the Geoscience 
Club announced at the latest SGA 
meeting their plans to travel to 
Penn’s Cave on April 1. The Black 
Student Union brought forth their 


Dr. Melody Quah: 
A Masterful Piano Performance 


Jack Newell 

Staff Writer 

On Thursday, 
music students were treated to the 


February 9, 


stunning sound of Dr. Melody 
Quah. The performance took place 
music 


during the department’s 


weekly Promenade, acting as 


an inspiration for upcoming 


performers. 


Dr. Quah was given the title of 
a “poet with titanium fingers” by 
the “Vancouver Sun,” in reference 
to her deep concentration and 
powerful strikes upon the keys. I 
came to understand the title as I 
listened through her passionate 
and 
confident dance. She has performed 


performance, a jarring 


internationally and has captured 


plans to travel to a trampoline 
park in April. If you are interested 
in attending any of these trips, 
reach out to the respective club 
presidents. 

The SGA Treasurer announced 
that club budget applications for 
the upcoming fall semester will be 
due April 8th, with informational 
seminars being held March 18 and 
19 and 25 and 26, location to be 
determined. 

SGA motioned to grant $4,000 
for PCMEA’s 
concert, which will provide an 


Four Freshman 


the attention of those around the 
world. 

As I watched her hands gracefully 
flow from one key to the next, I 
began to lose my concentration, 
as her movements were seemingly 
unpredictable and sudden. Each 
note functioned to build upon her 
ever-growing landscape: powerful, 
elegant, and fascinating. Perfect 


educational jazz experience and 
workshop for collegiate and high 
school students. 

SGAs budget stands at 
~$82,219, and the COF budget 
currently resides at ~$17,000. 

If you would like additional 
information concerning any of 
these topics and more, all minutes 
are published on the official 
SGA Mansfield webpage. Weekly 
meetings take place in Alumni 307 
on Tuesdays at 6 and are open to 
all. 


resolution and harmony were not 
the primary goal, but rather to 
move beyond the bounds of the 
listener’s expectations. 

She performed pieces from 
Sabat, Leén, and Schumann, each 
working to masterfully display her 
craft. As the program closed, the 
audience erupted with applause. 


Art Collection Scattered Across Campus 


Amanda Rutledge 
Production Manager 
Kenneth = Cobb 
spoke on Wednesday, February 


Professor 


22, about the art collection of 
Commonwealth University’s 
Mansfield Campus. 

Over the course of its history, 
the Mansfield Campus has amassed 
a collection of art. Prints, paintings, 
and more 


ceramics, sculptures 


are now kept in the care of the 


university art collection. Many 
of these artworks were acquired 
by donations: gifts given by 


alumni, students, and community 
members. For a time, artworks were 
purchased or acquired by university 


organizations if a work was deemed 
to be a good investment, hold 
academic merit, exhibit cultural or 
historical significance, or connect 
to university heritage. Currently, the 
collection includes artworks dating 
as far back as 1923. Artworks in 
the university art collection are 
overseen by the Director of the 
Loomis Gallery, Professor Cobb. 
Many universities collect and 
such 
as Penn State or the University 


maintain artwork. Schools 


of Rochester have museums and 
galleries that display the collection 
continuously. “We just don’t have 
a dedicated permanent museum or 
exhibition space for the collection.” 


Cobb 
collection housed? 


said. So where is the 


“It’s everywhere,’ Cobb said. 
“We use the collection throughout 
campus. Most of the artworks you 
see in the buildings are actually 
a part of the collection.” Only a 
portion of the collection is housed 
in the Art Collection room. Since 
the artwork is displayed across 
campus, Cobb’s role as director 
involves working “to keep track of 
its coming and going. Such as when 
faculty and staff change offices, 
they have to notify me so it can be 
removed or switched out if they 
want it changed.” 


36 8 8 
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Occasionally the work is 
displayed in a more direct manner 
on campus. The first Loomis 
Gallery exhibit of the spring 2023 
semester featured 23] of the att 
collection’s prints, including works 
from artists such as Salvador 
Dali, Howard Baer, Diana Castle 
Babcock, Victoria Huntley and 
Jerry B. Walters. Titled “Prints from 
the University Art Collection,” 
the show ran from January 30 
through February 16. Until they 
were displayed, these prints were 
“down in the collection room. 
Hopefully every other year we can 
do something like this.’ Cobb said. 
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Meet the Senior: Amanda Rutledge 


Alexia Dye 
Treasurer 


Social Media Manager 

Meet Amanda Rutledge. Rutledge 
joined “The Flashlight” in fall 2019, 
her first semester of her freshman 
year. She first heard of “The 
Flashlight” at the club organization 
fair. She decided to join because it 
looked interesting. Rutledge signed 
up to join and then proceeded to not 
show up to any meetings for the first 


month. When she finally did attend 
a meeting, she did so to try to make 
new friends. 

Rutledge is the production 
manager at “The Flashlight.” She has 
held this position for two years. She 
hopes to streamline the production 
process 
environment for future “Flashlight” 


and a keep a_ positive 


staff once she graduates. 
Rutledge’s 
students is don’t stress about it and 


advice to current 


have fun. She says don’t be afraid 
to join clubs like “The Flashlight” 
because she feels like it’s important 
for people to join clubs that they are 
passionate about. She says there is 
room for everyone even if you’re not 
a great writer or photographer. 


Senior Amanda Rutledge, 
Photo Courtesy of 
Amanda Rutledge 


Foster Care System Faces Challenges 


Kristina Scafidi 
Flashlight Contributor 


The foster care system is in a 
national crisis. One aspect is there 
are not enough homes where parents 
are adequately educated on caring for 
children affected by trauma. Half of 
all foster parents quit after the first 
year of fostering because of poor 
training and lack of support. 

These facts are confirmed by 
Mikayla Fenn, who previously worked 
as a Children and Youth Caseworker 
in Tioga County, Pennsylvania. Fenn 
states that one of the most significant 


The Effects of Bullying 


Thomas Wagner 
Flashlight Contributor 


On Wednesday, February 1, at 
Central Region High School in New 
Jersey, a 14-year-old girl named 
Adriana Kuch was insulted, punched, 
kicked, and pulled by her hair by 
other teenagers. Two days later her 
parents found her dead after taking 
her own life. After Adriana’s passing 
the community was outraged by the 
ongoing issue of bullying after a 
20-second video was posted on social 


challenges in the foster care system is 
ensuring that caseworkers and foster 
parents are trauma-informed and 
understand child development for 
kids who have experienced trauma. 
Additionally, she states that finding 
available resources for the parents and 
children, especially in Tioga County, 
is difficult. There are long waiting 
lists for mental health counselors and 
programs that would be helpful. 

The United States spends $30 
billion a year on foster care, and 
most children emerge out of the 


media. Students from the school 
in Berkeley Township, New Jersey 
protested in support of Kuch, saying 
that the 14-year-old was a victim of 
severe bullying. 

The cause and effect of bullying 
and how it affects people's lives 
cannot be overlooked. Many believe 
bullying causes someone to not be 
able to function in their life. Bullying 
may lead to depression and can lead 
to a point where someone would 
want to take their own life. There was 


Orchestra Performs in 


Amanda Rutledge 
Production Manager 


Mansfield University Symphony 
Orchestra performed in Steadman 
Theatre on Sunday February 26 at 
2:30 pm. 

The February concert featured 
three 
pieces. Sydni Miller (clarinet), Jessica 
Strouse (soprano) and Katherine 


soloists on three separate 


Johnson (piano) all performed solos. 
The program included four works: 
“Quirk” 
“Concerto for Clarinet and String 
Orchestra” by Copland; 
“Faites-lui mes aveux” from “The 
Damnation of Faust” by Charles 
Gounod; and “Piano Concerto in A 
Minor, Op. 54” by Robert Schuman. 


by Deanna Wehrspann; 


Aaron 


system with little evidence that those 
resoutces were effective. Statistics 
show that 50% of children in foster 
cate never graduate from high school, 
and one in five enter the homeless 
population. These children often 
have lingering effects of trauma, and 
many suffer from depression, anxiety, 
and post-traumatic stress disorder, 
because of separation, instability, and 
loss. 

Children are left vulnerable and 
defenseless when they enter the foster 
cate system after coming from homes 
where they are traumatized. Many 


on Mental 


no evidence as to why Adriana Kuch 
was bullied and beaten. However, she 
was known for standing up to bullies 
and being a friend for those that 
needed one. 

Haleigh Moore, a junior music 
education major, was asked if bullying 
could cause someone to not be able 
to function in their life. Moore stated, 
“T definitely think so, because it can 
cause a lot of stress and anxiety, and 
depression, too.’ Michael Black, a 
freshman music performance major, 


children have come from homes of 
abuse and neglect due to parental 
drug abuse and imprisonment. The 
foster care system is about protecting 
children, but they often come to 
more harm after being bounced from 
family to family or into a group home 
ot facility. 

Shannon Yankowy, who works 
for Service, Access, and Management 
the PA Department of 

Services, that 
foster care involves multiple parties 


under 
Human believes 
and emotions can run high. She 
asserts that impartiality is essential 


Health 


was asked if bullying can lead to a 
point where someone would want to 
take their own life. He said, “I think 
so yes. I think that there is a very clear 
correlation.” Both agree that bullying 
leads to depression. 

There is a need for students 
and people of any age to have 
more resources, such as therapists, 
counselors, and hotlines. The 
Mansfield University Counseling 
Center offers a variety of mental 
health services for students. Their 


Steadman in February 


“Quitk’ was the first song 
performed by the Orchestra, and was 
a lively piece that included shouts 
from the musicians as they played. 
After the final note, all but the string 
instruments filed off of the stage, 
before soloist Sydni Miller entered. 
Miller played clarinet throughout 
“Concerto for Clarinet and String 
Orchestra,” including a section where 


the strings fell silent, leaving only 
Miller’s impressive clarinet playing to 
captivate the audience. 

Jessica Strouse sang her solo in 
“Faites-lui mes aveux” from “The 
Damnation of Faust.’ Strouse’s 
facial expressions, combined with her 
amazing voice, conveyed the story 
very well. The final performance 


when social services evaluate family 


situations, and that biological and 
foster families should be evaluated 
equally. Social workers should have 
a forum to voice concerns if they 
notice inconsistencies. She agrees 
with Fenn that the trauma that 
occurs when a child is removed from 
their home environment is difficult. 
Professionals could benefit from a 
forum to voice their concerns about 
children’s 
there is nothing to do to prevent the 
child's removal if it has been deemed 
necessary to protect them physically 


needs. Unfortunately, 


and mentally. 


web page offers crisis hotlines to 
call or text and other information. 
See www.mansfield.edu/counseling- 
center/. For immediate help, please 
use the following resources: Tioga 
County Crisis line 1-877-724-7142; 
1-800-SUICIDE; 1-800-273-TALK; 
or text GO to the Crisis Text Line at 
741-741, 


was Katherine Johnson’s piano solo 
in “Piano Concerto in A Minor, Op. 
54.” Johnson’s skill was undeniable 
as her hands danced across the keys 
with confidence. The entire concert 
was an impressive and delightful 
musical experience for the audience. 
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Sean Ringgold, 
Photo Courtesy of https://gomounties.com/ 
roster.aspx?rp_id=10936 


The Switch Up: Why Do Artists Change Their 


Angel Garcia 

Staff Writer 
Lil Yachty, a young rapper, 
has produced one of the greatest 
psychedelic rock albums since Muse. 
Although the music is superb, that's 
not what everybody is talking about. 
Instead, everybody is mixed about 
Lil Yachty’s transition from hip hop 
to rock music. And it is completely 
normal, as many artists have done 
the same in the past. But why is that? 
Why do artists go on and transition 
from their own art forms to create 

something outside of it? 

What does it mean to be 
respected? 
transcending art medium. We have so 


Music is already a 


Rule Changes Coming 


Corey Williams 
Flashlight Contributor 
Major League Baseball is 
implementing three massive 


changes for the upcoming season 
in hopes of increasing the pace 
of play. The changes include a 
pitch timer, defensive shift limits, 
and larger bases, all of which saw 
success in the Minor Leagues last 
season. 

According to MLB.com, MLB 
Commissioner Rob Manfred said, 
"Our guiding star in thinking about 


Mansfield University 


Fadi 


Ee: 


many music genres, such as Gospel, 
Hip Hop, Rock, Pop and many more. 
Many artists have put their foot in 
each genre to share stories, art and 
expression to us: the listeners. But 
when the artist changes their flow, it 
puts the listeners in a mixed bag due 
to the sudden change. This is due to 
being taken serious as an artist. As 
mentioned before, Lil Yachty has 
done that with his latest album, “Let’s 
Start Here” 
his music catalog, many fans were 
thrown in a loop due to the sudden 
change. But this was all to be taken 
seriously as an artist, “rather than 
just another mumble rapper,” said Lil 
Yachty. 


. A huge departure from 


changes to the game has always 
been our fans. Number 1, fans want 
games with better pace. Two, fans 
want more action, more balls in play. 
And three, fans want to see more of 
the athleticism of our great players. 
The rule changes we're announcing 
today have been thoroughly tested 
and refined for years in the Minor 
Leagues. Each of these rules have 
been tested in approximately 8,000 
Minor League games, which is the 
equivalent of 3 1/2 complete Major 
League seasons." 


The biggest example also comes 
from another rapper, Tyler The 
Creator. In 2019, Tyler The Creator 
dropped his fifth studio, “IGOR”. 
Though the album exploded with 
huge critical acclaim, there is one thing 
everybody constantly talks about: 
the fame rapper from making hip 
hop albums to making a pop album. 
A pop album that made audiences 
relate to the character of the album, 
“IGOR”. Although it won a Grammy 
for best rap album, “IGOR” became 
the most talked about album of 2019 
and is still regarded as one of the 
greatest albums in the 21st Century. 

Would you rather be known for 
something you did ten years ago or 


to MLB 


The biggest the 
implementation of a pitch clock. 
Between batters there will be a 30 
second timer, between pitches there 


change is 


will be a 15 second timer, and if 
runners ate on base the timer will 
be set at 20 seconds. Along with 
the clock between pitches, there 
is also a limit to how many times 
pitchers can disengage the mound. 
A disengagement is counted when 
the pitcher steps off the mound 
or attempts a pickoff. Pitchers 
are allowed two disengagements 
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Meet the Athlete: 
Sean Ringgold 


Kendall LeValley 
Editor-in-Chief 
Sean Ringgold is a senior 
Communications major with 
concentrations in Sports Information, 
Organizational © Communication 
and Electronic Media. Ringgold is 
also captain of the track team. 
Ringgold is fast. He competes 
in the 60 meter and holds the 
school recotd with a time of 
6.94. He runs 100 meters and his 
personal record is 11.03. He shines at 
200 meters, holding school records 
of 21.9 indoors and 21.68 outdoors. 
His 400 meter personal record time 
is 48.91, and he runs on the relay 
teams of 4x100 meter and 4x400 
meter, with a 47.7 split outdoors for 
the latter. 


would you rather be remembered 
for the things you continuously 
do? When people transition into 
new things, it is mainly due in part to 
not staying in a box. Donald Glover, 
aka Childish Gambino in the music 
industry, said in an interview that he 
did not want to stay in a box for the 
remainder of his career. 

He didn’t just want to be known 
as an actor, as he wanted to expand 
his talents and do more. Since his 
cateer started in 2007, he has become 
a writer, actor, director, producer, 
rappet, 


showrunner. He has won countless 


singer-songwriter = and 


awatds, teleased countless music 


projects and has been a part of 


per at bat. If there is a third 
disengagement, an automatic ball 
is called. Defensive timeouts also 
count as a disengagement. 

Another 
limiting defensive shifts. Beginning 


change includes 
in 2023, the defensive team must 
have a minimum of four players 
on the infield, with at least two 
infielders on each side of second 
base. The reason for making this 
change is that the MLB believes it 
will increase batting averages league 
wide. 


Ringgold’s favorite memory from 
being on the team is “Becoming the 
outdoor 200m PSAC champ and 
runner up for the 400m after battling 
injuries the year prior” in 2021. His 
favorite part about being on the team 
is how they all “Push each other 
to be better than we were the day 
before.’ When it comes to goals for 
the season, Ringgold wants to be top 
three in his outdoor events. 

In addition to being captain of 
the track team, Ringgold is an RA 
in Spruce, a SAAC rep for the track 
team and participates in a work study 
position with Sports Information. In 
his free time, he enjoys graphic design 
and playing Xbox. One interesting 
thing that you might not know about 
Ringgold is that he is a self-taught 
roller skater! 


Pursuits? 


shows that are still talked about today 
including Atlanta, Community and 30 
Rock. 

Nobody wants to be boxed in. 
Nobody wants to be known as one 
thing. Would you rather be known 
for something you did ten years ago, 
or would you rather be remembered 
for the things you continuously do? 
Although it is risky, it always ends up 
being beneficial for the artist, as they 
want to show how versatile they are. 
With creativity comes versatility, and 
with versatility comes longevity. 


The last change is that 1st, 2nd, 
and 3rd base is now 18 inches square 
instead of 15 inches. The goal of 
enlarging bases is to promote the 
running game and base stealing. 
Additionally, the MLB hopes it 
will lead to less injuries. The bigger 
bases reduced injuries near the 
bases by more than 13% last season 
in the minors. The official verbiage 
of the new rules can be seen on 
MLB.com. 
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Sigma Tau Delta & The Flashlight present 


“15 weeks on a bus...” 
Writing Contest 


Imagine you are on a bus for fifteen weeks. Eventually, your phone dies and you start to get 
bored. You look around and decide to start talking to the person next to you. As you talk, you 
start to tell them a story, either true or fictional, that starts one of these ways... 


Write a story that starts with “Let’s go for a walk.” 

Write a story about someone scrambling on New Year’s Eve to fulfill their resolutions for 
the entire year before the clock strikes twelve 

Write a story that starts with someone getting in a taxi and saying “Follow that car!” 
Write a story about someone walking through a park on a spring evening told only 
through internal dialogue 

“Come here. No, not you.” 


We want to hear your stories using one of these five prompts! Both fiction and non-fiction stories 
will be accepted from students and faculty alike. Winners will be announced on April 17 and 
published in the final issue of The Flashlight on April 27. And for the artists on campus, enter 
the “Every Artist Tells A Story” division. After all, if you were on a bus for 15 weeks, you’d 


start talking about your art sooner or later. Send us a picture of your favorite creation along with 


the story behind it. Winners will also be awarded with a gift basket containing a $15 Barnes & 


Noble gift card along with their publication in The Flashlight. 


All submissions are due to sigtaumuxi@gmail.com on April 7. Please include what division 
you are entering (student writing, faculty writing, or art) along with the prompt your story 


uses. Good luck! 
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Drawing "The Andersons on their Deck in Garden City'(left) 
Artist Edgar Jerins begins his artist talk in Allen 104 (right) 
Photos Courtesy of Amanda Rutledge 


Drawing From Life: Life in Charcoal 


Amanda Rutledge 
Production Manager 
Artist Edgar Jerins’ exhibition of 
drawings titled “Life in Charcoal” 
ended with an artist talk, reception, 
and student workshop in Allen Hall 
on March 21-22. Nine large-scale 
charcoal drawings installed in the 
Loomis Gallery in Allen Hall were on 
display from February 20-March 22. 
The human figure has been 
present in Jerins’ work from the 
start. His early work often featured 
friends and family members, and they 
remained the subject of his work to 
the present day. “Pve always loved 
doing portraits,” 
always loved trying to capture people 
in my work.” His early work included 


Jerins said. “I’ve 


commissions for clients, landscapes, 
and portrait work, but his work began 
to shift its focus slightly. “I went from 


timelessness in my depiction of life, 
to the damages and darker side... 
addiction, mental illness and lost 
hopes became a part of my imagery,” 
Jerins said. 

Drawings such as “Dodge Park, 
North Omaha,’ “Anita’s Living 
Room Lindsborg, Kansas,’ ‘The 
Andersons on their Deck in Garden 
City” 
insights on the lives of Jerins’ loved 


and “Jay Alone” are strong 
ones and their struggles. Jerins never 
tells his models what to wear, and 
he tries to place them in the world 
they live in: living rooms, bedrooms, 
the front deck of their home, and 
outside. Working from life as much 
as possible, Jerins focuses on the 
narrative of the people he is drawing, 
“T draw people that never thought 
they'd be in a work of art,’ Jerins 
added. 


Jerins led a student lecture in Allen 
123 at 3:30 p.m. on March 22. The 
focus of the lecture was narrative, 
and its place in art. Jerins showed 
multiple examples of artists who 
included a narrative element in their 
work. A student workshop in Allen 
124 followed the discussion. 

In the student workshop, Jerins 
worked with the spring Figure 
Drawing students to practice drawing 
the figure. Jerins began the workshop 
by having students first draw the 
two different 
lighting setups to demonstrate how 


model’s face with 


lighting affects the figure. Jerins 
emphasized the importance of 
studying the human figure, since 
“the figure has been the central 
training for artists for 500 years.” 
The workshop ended with the model 


changing to a new pose, and students 
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were instructed to place the model in 
a landscape using the view from the 
studio window in their work. The 
student work from the workshop is 
available for viewing in the first-floor 
hallway in Allen Hall. 

The exhibit was taken down on 
Thursday, March 23. For anyone 
who missed the exhibit in Allen 
Hall, Jerins’ work is still available 
for viewing online at https://www. 
mansfield.edu/art/loomis-gallery- 
exhibitions /2023%20Exhibitions/ 
Edgar%20Jerins/Edgar%20 
Jerins.cfm and on the  artist’s 
website: — https://edgarjerins.com/ 
qp53sj9r6qf7yk79zvb1 0jzs0876uj. 
Further reading and essays on 
Jerins’ work can be found in Jerins’ 
forthcoming book “Life in Charcoal.” 
The book is in presale at the Strand 
Bookstore. 
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SAR, Nowruz, the Asiatic Cheetah and You 


G.O. 

Staff Writer 
This semester, Mansfield 
students are taking a stand for falsely 
imprisoned scholars in Iran and 
advocating for their release. 

You may have seen posts on 
Mansfield’s media pages 
mentioning things like SAR, 
Nowruz, and National Wildlife Day. 
Accompanying these posts were 
hashtags like #Free2Think, #sar, 
#scholarsatrisk, #freebayani, 
#freedjalali. 


But what do these phrases and 


social 


and 


hashtags refer to? 

Dr. Jonathan Rothermel’s Human 
Rights class is advocating for the 
release of two Iranian scholars who 
have been falsely imprisoned by 
the Iranian government. Niloufar 
Bayani is a wildlife researcher who 
was working with a team of other 
academics to try and preserve the 
critically endangered Asiatic cheetah 
when they were arrested in January of 


2018. Ahmadreza Djalali, a husband, 


father, and disaster medicine doctor, 
was arrested in April of 2016 while 
in Tehran. 

Both were charged with espionage 
on behalf of the Israeli and US. 
governments, a crime they were tried 
and sentenced for. 

Bayani is in the fifth year of her 
ten-year sentence, and Djalali is 
currently awaiting execution. While 
held in Iran’s notorious Evin Prison 
in Tehran, Djalali has reportedly 
suffered from untreated cancer 
and Bayani has endured solitary 
confinement and threats of sexual 
assault. 

Why does this matter? Why should 
we cate? Most importantly, what can 
we, in Mansfield, PA, do about it? 

We can advocate for them. If we 
have seen nothing else in the last few 
years, it is the great capacity of the 
American people to come together 
and make their voices heard in order 
to protect people’s rights. The right 
to academic freedom, to study any 
subject without fear of retaliation, 


is a basic human right that should 
the world. 
The power of public pressure can 


be universal around 
accomplish great feats—just ask the 
French citizens who have successfully 
protested increases in university 
tuition for over twenty years now. 
With social media, it is easier 
than ever to make an impact. March 


20 kicked off the 


Year celebration of Nowruz, and 


Persian New 


was also the beginning of our on- 
campus advocacy efforts. Working 
as a collegiate affiliate of Scholars at 
Risk (SAR), a non-profit organization 
that seeks to help scholars all over the 
world who are at risk of persecution 
for their academic activities, we want 
the whole campus community to get 
involved. 

By tagging 


advocates for imprisoned scholars, 


other notable 
such as Jason Rezaian, an author, 
reporter, and former Iranian prisoner 
himself, and inviting guest speakers 
such as Xiyue Wang, an imprisoned 
scholar who Mansfield advocated for 


Career Expo Comes to MU 


Kendall LeValley 
Editor-in-Chief 

On Tuesday, March 7, the 
Office of Alumni and Professional 
Engagement coordinated a Career 
Expo on the Mansfield campus of 
Commonwealth University. The event 
was held from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
in Alumni 307 for students to speak 
with representatives from different 
organizations about employment 
opportunities. The event was run by 
Nichole Lefelhoc, the head of cateer 
services at Mansfield, who contacted 
employers for the event, helped 
set up the event, ran the check-in/ 
check-out table and helped with clean 
up. Mansfield student workers also 
assisted in the process by helping 
advertise the event through flyers and 
social media posts. 


The event was held primarily for 
current students at the university but 
was also open to alumni. “It’s never 
too late to expand your network 
ot change career direction, so this 
was an opportunity for alumni in 
the area to do just that, with a little 
help from Nichole and their alma 
mater,’ said an anonymous soutce. 
Because Commonwealth University 
consists of Mansfield, Bloomsburg 
and Lock Haven, the Career Expos 
were held on the other campuses as 
well on consecutive days following 
Mansfield’s event. The event was 
different from most, as it gave 
students the opportunity to “...share 
resumes with the representatives and 
learn more about how they might 
fit into the organization with their 
background, experience and career 


goals,” one attendee stated. The event 
was open to students of all years to 
explore different career paths and 
internship opportunities. 

In addition to being able to 
talk to the representatives about 
there 
bonus incentives for the students 
who attended. Different tables had 
giveaways containing items such as 


cateet Opportunities, were 


traditional pens, notepads, water 
bottles, stress balls, inflatable beach 
balls, pocket lint rollers, decks of 
playing cards and color changing 
ice cream scoopers. “It was already 
a great experience, but this helped 
make it more fun, which made 
it less intimidating to talk to the 
representatives,” an attendee said. 
The Flashlight spoke to a student 
who attended the Career Expo to 


back in 2019 and helped secure the 
release of, to speak on campus, we 
can make our platform bigger. Cases 
such as Bayani’s and Djalali’s can 
seem hopeless, too big or too far away 
for what we do to make a difference, 
but that is not so. Each of us has 
immense power to contribute to the 
release of these scholars, simply by 
signing a petition and showing our 
support for them. 

April 16th will mark the beginning 
of our Week of Action, hosting 
events to bring greater awareness to 
our scholars and what people can do 
to help. 

Follow our social media to join 
the campaign. 

Instagram: sar_mansfield 

Twitter: MansfleldSAR 

Tiktok: sar_mansfieldu 


Facebook: Mansfield SAR 


get their input on the turn out of 
the event. The student expressed 
that they were glad they attended 
the event, as the representatives 
were personable and gave them the 
opportunity to share their resume and 
network with the local organizations. 
“T learned about some opportunities 
I wouldn’t have known about or 
really considered had I not spoken to 
someone face-to-face,” they said. As 
a senior, the student recommends the 
event to all students, as they found it 
a great way to widen their job hunt. 
“Even if you’re a first-year student, 
this is a great way to learn about all 
the different things you could do 
with your degree,” the student said. 
The final Career Expo will be held 
at Mansfield on Thursday, March 
30, from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in 
Alumni 307. 
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS 


THURSDAY APRIL 13 

Percussion En- 

semble & Brass 
Band Concert 


7:30 pm Steadman Theatre 


SATURDAY APRIL 15 
Symphonic Band 
Concert 


2:30 pm Steadman Theatre 


SUNDAY APRIL 16 
Festival Chorus 
Concert 


2:30 pm Steadman Theatre 
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Why Banning Books is Bad 


Olivia Bowman 
Flashlight Contributor 

Historically books have always 
been banned and the overarching goal 
is to have political or religious control. 
Generally the reason for banning 
books is for a religious reason and 
to prevent people from having their 
own opinions. Free thinking is the 
ability to change the world, and the 
enlightenment can form the ability to 
free think. The United States came 
directly from the enlightenment in 
that the Constitution gives “the right 
to life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness.” 

The first example of banned 
materials was in the late 200s B.C. 
The Shah Huang Ti 
wanted history to start with him so 


emperor 


he burned all records and writings, 
like Confusion’s writings, before his 
death. 

Later in Europe, many books 
were banned or destroyed because 
they were deemed heresy by the 
Roman Catholic Church, such as the 
Bible written in different languages. 
The Bible was only permitted to be 
written in Latin so the priests were the 
ones able to read it. The Church could 
then put a specific interpretation 


ro 


of the Bible into the congregation. 
For example, Catholic priests forced 
people to physically pay their way into 
heaven. During the Medieval period 
the Church was the most powerful 
form of government. Even now 
religious groups and schools ban 
books that go against their beliefs 
like witchcraft is a sin and defies 
God and life starts at conception. 
Books such as “Harry Potter” which 
shows a young boy enjoying his life 
“The Handmaid's Tale,” 
which argues women should have 


as a wizard, 


control over their bodies, and others 
with controversial content. 

The most extreme example of this 
is Nazi Germany and Communism. 
Books that were written by Jews, 
communists, or those who did not 
support the Nazi party were burned 
in the honor of Adolf Hitler. During 
this period people were brainwashed 
into believing Jews were the enemy 
and sought to destroy civilization. 
Without access to other materials 
that gave different points of view, 
the people only 
propaganda. Communist countries 


consumed the 


during the Cold War and even now 
limit access to their citizens based on 
what supports the government and 


ng } 


what does not. Books that criticize 
the government are banned. 

The issue of banning books is still 
occurring today, especially in Florida. 
With the attempt to pass several laws 
to limit the educational experience 
of not only grade school students 
but also higher education students. 
The passing of HB 1467 requires 
materials to be pre-approved by the 
government in order for students to 
read them. The Legal Defense Fund 
website states “teachers, librarians, 
and other school officials have 
indicated they are deeply fearful of 
the felony charges that could come 
if they are found in violation of HB 
1467.” Books like ““The Hate U Give” 
and “The New Jim Crow” have been 
The Florida 
government is targeting books about 


banned from schools. 


race, gender, and sexuality. “Teachers 
have shared stories of students crying 
at school when they find out they can 
no longer read or borrow a favorite 
book at school,’ states the LDF 
website. Florida has plans to cut the 
AP African American Studies class. 
Cutting out a portion of our history 
is detrimental. It brings us one step 
closer to Communist China and their 
censorship of the Tiananmen Square 


Massacre. 

Representation matters and by 
banning books with a racially diverse 
protagonist, children will not believe 
they can achieve their goals. Most 
of the African American population 
lives in the South and by cutting their 
stories from schools they are limiting 
or even taking their voice. 

Florida is already facing a teacher 
shortage and by banning these kinds 
of books the number of students 
without a regular educator may 
tise. “Everyone should stand up in 
defense of all our shared history as 
Americans, as well as to honor the 
value of public education,’ states 
the LDF website. Children need to 
connect with their education, feeling 
empowered by your education is the 
best way children learn. When I was 
in school and I did not connect to the 
material or teacher I didn’t do well in 
the class. African American children 
will not learn about protagonists from 
Black communities in Florida and it 


will severely affect their education in 
the long run. 

Different points of view ate 
what made this country great in 
the beginning and by limiting other 
perspectives we are limiting the 
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essence of democracy. The people 
have the right to choose, whether that 
be the candidate they vote for, what 
they eat for dinner, or what they want 
to read. By giving into censorship 
giving this 
country fought so long to prevent, 


we are into what 
communism. Only one person has 
a voice in communism and that is 
the person at the top. Every voice, 
ethnic and cultural, race, and sexuality 
matters. Each opinion is what keeps 
a democracy running, The American 
Revolution was founded on “no 
taxation without representation.” 
Banned books can cause larger 
issues because people are limited 
in what they 
consuming which prevents a variety 


are learning and 


of opinions and voices. In a society 
like the United States in which free 
thinking and press is a basic right, 
banned books bring in more curiosity 
and a desire for change. The Soviet 
Union failed because the government 
was unwilling to change. Therefore, 
banning a book may cause an increase 
in people reading that book. There 
are few positives to banning books in 
society. 
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An Inside Look at Mansfield 
Admissions with Sean Stout 


Kendall LeValley 
Editor-in-Chief 
Since the beginning of the 
between Mansfield, 
Bloomsburg and Lock Haven into 
the 
of Pennsylvania, there have been 


integration 
Commonwealth University 


many changes that students, faculty 
and staff have had to adapt to. 
These include changes in academic 
programs, the admission process, 
scholarship 
staffing across the three campuses 


opportunities and 
(including work study for students). 
Sean Stout, the Interim Director 
of Admissions at the Mansfield 
campus, has experienced a whole 
new culture since coming to 
Mansfield from the Bloomsburg 
campus, and he has helped pave 
the way for new and improved 
opportunities since taking his role. 

A resident of Elysburg, 
PA, Stout joined the Mansfield 
admissions team as the Interim 
Director of Admissions on July 
11, 2022. Previously, he worked 
as an admissions counselor at 
University 
Pennsylvania 


Bloomsburg and 
the 


Technology. He has been working 


College of 


in admissions for 10 years. When 


Netflix’s New Non-linear Show: Kaleidoscope 


Valerie Miller 
Staff Writer 

To bring in the new year, Netflix 
released a new show as no one 
has done before. Though heist 
shows ate nothing new to Netflix, 
Kaleidoscope is different. Though 
the show has a linear story, the 
show itself is not. If watched in the 
order Netflix gave, the audience gets 
a different perspective than they 
normally would because Netflix 
released the episodes “out of order.” 
If someone watched it in the order 
that was on Netflix, then they come 
into the story six weeks before the 
heist begins. Though that seems like 
a good starting point, two episodes 
later you are jump back twenty-four 
years before the heist began. Netflix’s 
reasoning for formatting the show 
this way was so that everyone could 


he isn’t in the office, Stout enjoys 
hiking, the outdoors and spending 
time with his dog, Daisy. When he 
is in Mansfield, he resides in the 
residence halls until he makes his 
way home after a week at work. 

Stout began his role at Mansfield 
after the position became available. 
Since then, the biggest change he has 
experienced in his transition from 
working with the admissions team 
at Bloomsburg to working with the 
admissions team at Mansfield is the 
volume of students that he works 
with now compared to in the past. 
The Bloomsburg campus is much 
larger than Mansfield’s, averaging 
around 7,440 students compared 
to the 1,793 students at Mansfield. 
Stout noted that the lower volume 
of students at Mansfield enables 
the admissions team to personalize 
things a bit more, making it easier 
to “connect with students on a 
more personal level.” 

Additionally, Stout the 
admissions directors at Lock Haven 


and 


and Bloomsburg have made the 
effort to evolve the roles of student 
workers in the admissions offices 
across all three campuses. The 
student workers at each campus 


watch it in their own way and have 
a different perspective of the story. 
Since someone can watch it out of 
order, their perspective changes how 
they view certain things. 

I watched the 
chronological order, meaning I 
technically started with episode three 
being twenty-four years before the 
heist. I liked watching it that way 
because I was able to follow along 
better than I would have if I watched 
it in the way Netflix released it. My 
only recommendation for anyone 
looking to watch the show would be 
to watch The Heist last. The order 
Netflix has placed the heist episode 
at the end, which I think is the proper 
way to end the show. 

The show did a great job of 
developing a good story. I am a fan 
of heist films and shows, and though 


show in 


have all been put under the same 
the 
and responsibilities 


contract and given same 
expectations 
as “Ambassadors” on their home 
With these 


and expectations 


campuses. new 
responsibilities 
came a pay raise that was suggested 
by the directors of admissions 
at all three 


engaged as Mountie Ambassadors 


campuses. “Being 
you're the most visible students 
on campus to prospective families 
and students,” said Stout. He noted 
that the directors at each campus 
the responsibility 
that was being given to their 
the three 
campuses and that students should 


acknowledged 
student workers on 


be given proper compensation and 
recognition in their roles. “We think 
our student ambassadors, since 
they’re most visible [in comparison 
to the 


staff] and doing a lot for our team, 


professional admissions 
they deserve to have a higher salary 
because there is more responsibility 
on them,” said Stout. 

The goal for these new standards 
and expectations of the student 
workers was that the students at all 
three campuses would have a clear 
and specific mission and standard 


Kaleidoscope was not my favorite, 
it was a nice quick watch that still 
had the feel of a heist movie. There 
are two things that I like about heist 
movies. The first is the plot twists at 
the end when you find out how they 
did everything. And the second is the 
development of the plan and how 
the characters get past the security 
other Though 
there was a little bit of a character 
development plot twist at the end, 
there is not a whole lot of shock as to 
how the plan unfolded. Usually, heist 
movies and shows like to hide certain 
details so that they are revealed at just 
the right time to give the viewer a 


and challenges. 


good dramatic effect. Unfortunately, 
Kaleidoscope did not give the same 
effect. The producers left everything 
out in the open from the beginning. 
I probably feel that way because of 


to uphold which would help give 
them “the tools to be successful 
in their role’. In coordination with 
Steven Lee (VP of Enrollment 
Management), Chris Lapis 
(Associate VP for Admissions) 
and Dr. Bashar Hanna, the team 
was able to create a program that 
would compensate ambassadors 
appropriately, Stout says, “knowing 
the importance of their role in the 
recruitment process.” 

When asked how the integration 
has changed from the admissions 
perspective, Stout 
positive outcomes. He mentioned 
that the integration has given 
the better 
opportunity to support students, 


reflected on 


admissions team a 
especially with the new scholarship 
opportunities that have come into 
fruition, such as the “merit-based 
scholarship” which 
admission for graduates from any 


“guarantees 


high school participating in the 


Community Scholars program 
who enroll at a Commonwealth 
University campus” and meet a 
series of set criteria. Stout also noted 
that integration provides more 
academic program opportunities, 


different types of course work and 


how I watched it. I knew the past 
from the beginning and therefore 
had no real surprises besides how it 
was going to end. For that reason, 
I recommend watching the actual 
heist episode last. If someone were 
to watch that episode last, then they 
would get to see how all the pieces 
click together perfectly. 

Throughout its entirety I felt 
something was missing. I probably 
feel like that, because of the order in 
which I watched it, but unfortunately, 
I will never know. Though I did grow 
to like and hate certain characters, I 
never truly felt attached to them. I 
kept waiting for the plot to develop 
more, but it felt as though nothing 
happened. That might be because 
of how much of a time jump there 
is between episodes. We never get to 
see the characters bond and interact 


opportunities across all three of the 
campuses for the students to utilize. 

So far, the admissions team 
has held one event to kick off 
the spring recruiting season. This 
event was an Open House, held 
on Saturday, February 18 to give 
prospective students an inside look 
at the Mansfield campus and what 
it has to offer. The event was a 
full day experience that included a 
fair hosting the different academic 
clubs 
organizations on campus, a welcome 


departments and and 
session, department meetings, a 
financial aid session, a fesource 
fair, lunch and campus tours. The 
turnout was a 58.9% attendance 
rate with 33 attending out of a total 
of 56 that had registered for the 
event. According to Stout, this is a 
common occurrence for events but 
that the results were “on par from 
the events in the fall.” The February 
event showed a 27% increase in 
attendance compared to the Open 
House held last February. Stout 
reported the Open House as an 
“Overall really good experience for 
the day.” 


as much as they could have. They 
spend months together throughout 
the show, but as the viewer, I hardly 
saw them all in the same room 
together. 

I loved the idea of a show where 
the viewer chooses the order in 
which they decide to watch, but 
unfortunately, I don’t think it was 
executed properly. If I were to go 
back in time, I would probably watch 
it in the order that it was presented. 
I love the idea of a non-linear show 
but because it is so new, it becomes 
hard to know how to do it properly. 
T look forward to Netflix trying to do 
new things like non-linear shows in 
the future. 
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Spring Fling Is Around the Corner! | SGA 


Jack Newell 
Staff Writer 

The date for Spring Fling has 
been decided! Put up your winter 
coats and get ready to come on out 
April 28 to enjoy the live music, 
food, and fun! The artist will be 
announced soon, so keep your ears 
open. 

Applications for SGA Eboard 
will be open soon. Roles include 
President, Vice President, Treasurer, 
Secretary, IT 
Director, and PR Director. If you 
are interested in representing your 


Parliamentarian, 


school as a community leader in the 


fall of 2023, reach out to SGA. 

Party with Marty, an SGA- 
sponsored event, is taking place on 
March 30 at 7 P.M. in The Hut. The 
purpose of the event is to allow 
students to meet with the new 
campus administrator. The party 
will feature buildable stuffed bears, 
an ait bar, food, Marty’s dogs and 
more! 

SGA _ recently 
Board of — Student 
conference March 


PennWest California. 


attended the 

Leaders 
24-26 at 
The event 
aimed to spark communication 
across Pennsylvania school district 


March 2-5, 202. 


leaders. 

The first Board of Student 
Leaders meeting took place on 
March 
campus communities and clubs. 
If you 


3, bridging gaps across 

wish for your student 
organization to be represented 
here, please reach out to SGA. 

The Mountie Spirit Store has 
been brought to discussion within 
SGA, as we work to improve its 
present condition. Keep an eye 
out for the student survey which is 
coming soon. 

Fall budgets 
Each 


ate due soon. 


university-recognized club 


OF 


PIKAR 


president has received an email 
with information concerning the 
upcoming funding seminar, which 
will take place over Zoom. If your 
club has not been notified, be 
sute to contact Deacon Hogan at 
hogande14@mansfield.edu. 

If you would like additional 
information concerning any of 
these topics and more, all minutes 
are published on the official SGA 
Mansfield webpage. Our weekly 
meetings take place in Alumni 307 
on Tuesdays at 6 P.M. and are open 


to all. 


THe 
Ne Au 


Straughn Hall 


Poster for Phantom 


Photo Courtesy of https://www.mansfield.edu//social-media/ 


The Phantom Awakens at MU 


Jasmine Hilton 
Flashlight Contributor 


On Thursday, March 2, the 
Mansfield University _ theater 
group performed "The Phantom 
of the Opera," one of the most 
plays. 
Performances ran for four days. 

Mansfield students formed the 
Broadway show's cast, while the 
MU student orchestra provided 
the soundtrack. Students from 
Mansfield had free admittance, but 
the cost for other spectators ranged 
from $8 to $18 depending on their 
age. There was a sizable crowd, and 


well-known Broadway 


most seats were occupied. 


The instrumental version of 


"The Phantom of the Opera," a 
well-known song from the opera, 
was played by the orchestra to 
signal the commencement of the 
The play 
with a lot of singing as well as 
acting to highlight each character's 
2 2 
function. The actors did a great job 
getting the stage ready quickly for 


performance. 


began 


the following scene as they used 
various pieces of stage equipment. 
Two acts of the performance were 
separated by a 15-minute interlude. 
Both the performers' performances 
and opera singing were excellent. 
The opening scene, in which the 
displayed while 
being raised to the theater ceiling, 


chandelier was 


was the best. As the chandelier 
was being lifted to the ceiling, 
the flickering of the light bulbs 
illuminated the entire theatre. 
For those who aren’t familiar, the 
chandelier in the broadway show 
in general is an important piece 
because of the purposeful actions 
of the Phantom, which leaves a 
heavy impact in the play. 

The 


lot of attention and was a huge 


production received a 
success overall. The performers did 
a fantastic job of portraying their 
characters, and they made a lasting 
impression on the audience. 

I had never seen a Mansfield 


University production before, and 
I really liked it. I was aware of the 
play since I had seen the original 
movie in music class in the third 
grade, so I was already familiar 
with the plot and the songs. The 
similarities between the movie and 
the Broadway production were 
striking, and it was fascinating to 
observe how the characters in the 
play evolved over the course of the 
performance. Cast members in the 
beginning show little emotion and 
more singing, but over time during 
the play, the majority end up having 
more acting and being able to 


showcase their skills by presenting 
emotion towards the audience. 
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Flavortul, Innovative and Enthralling: 
Jon Bellion’s “The Human Condition” 


Jack Newell 

Staff Writer 

Jon  Bellion’s “The 
Condition” is a Pixar-fueled love letter 
to music, outlining the adventures 


Human 


of Jon as he pulls through teenage 
relationships, childhood nostalgia, 
self-doubt and love. The production 
style featured across the album is 
truly one-of-a-kind, stemming from 
Jon’s beloved MPC 3000 and tailor- 
Each 
track truly shares something to love 


made percussion samples. 
as beautiful artistic statements, but 


several in particular stood out to me. 


Meet the Future Mansfield Olymp 


Jack Newell 

Staff Writer 
Meet Angelina the 
Mansfield student racewalking her 


Colon, 


way to the top. As an athlete, she 
has travelled around the globe while 
the 
internationally, 


training to enter Olympics, 


competing and 
claiming first place titles under USA 
Track & Field. I met with Angelina 
and discussed what motivates her to 
take on this daring challenge. 

What is your major at Mansfield 
and why did you choose to come here? 
“T major in Music Education here at 
Mansfield University. I chose to come 
here because of the famously known 
music program. Plus, Mansfield is 
lucky enough to offer racewalking as 
a sport. Coach Michael Rohl, the head 
coach of Mansfield cross country 
and track and field, was a racewalker 
in his time. It was very important to 
me to be coached by someone who 
really understands this very technical 
sport.” 

Where do you see yourself in five 
years? “In five years, it will be 2028. 
Even though I will be in my mid 20’s I 
hope to make Team USA and I would 
love to travel to morte international 
meets. A very common question I get 
asked from almost everyone is ‘Do 
you want to go to the Olympics?” Yes, 
Iam training for the Olympics! It’s a 
pretty far goal but one that has been 
planted in my head for a long time, 
with my current goal being to make 
the Olympic Trials in 2024. Before I 
graduate from Mansfield, I would like 
to write my name in the history books 


“80’s Films” - The only thing 
clearer than the vivid imagery Jon’s 
acoustic atmosphere creates is the 
ambition which drives him. If I were 
tasked with providing feedback, 
I would have no _ suggestions. 
Plastic trumpets, TV static, Rhode 
synthesizers, weeping guitars, and 
unmatched vocals work to drive the 
through — three-and-a-half 
minutes without blinking an eye. 
Following the track, I find myself 
longing for a time I have never 


listener 


known. 


and break all the tacewalk school 
records set at Mansfield University. 
Out of five records I already have 
the mile and the 3,000-meter school 
record.” 

What 
regimen look like? “My training is 


does your training 
pretty intense. Since I am the only 
racewalker at Mansfield, I train 90% 
of the time alone, 40-50 miles a week. 
My training consists of longer walks 
(10-18 miles), speed workouts and 
easy runs and walks (5-8 miles). I still 
run because as a racewalker, running 
is so important. Plus, when I run, I 
can be with some of my teammates, 
which is always fun.” 

What does success mean to 
your “I think it's the feeling of 
being extremely proud of your 
accomplishments. I have overcome 
so much to get to where I am. In 
high school I was ranked the 2nd 
best in the country but it came from 
a vety toxic and abusive high school 
coaching staff. In college, I have a 
great coach who pushes me hard but 
not to the point where winning is 
everything, In high school I was the 
best, so winning was easier, but now 
that I am racing against people who 
are double my age, I have to remind 
myself that my time will come. That 
is success to me.” 

What is 


achievement as an athlete? “I am 


your — proudest 
very lucky to have many incredible 
Opportunities from racewalk. My 
proudest achievement would have to 
be when I qualified at The Millrose 
Games and USA indoor nationals 


“All Time Low” — This track 
quickly reminds me of why Jon’s 
writing, production, and vocal chops 
are featured by the largest artists in 
the world: Justin Bieber, Halsey, the 
Jonas Brothers, Eminem and Miley 
Cyrus (just to name a few) all work 
with him. The spectral palette is 
nothing short of delicious, carefully 
maintaining a continuous taste across 
the album, while finding innovations 
and unique flavors within each sonic 
pocket. Jon’s harsh writing resonates 
deeply within, as he cathartically 
shares his deepest cuts. 


this year. I was injured in November 
of 2022, straining my hip and lower 
back. I was not able to run for 6 
weeks. But thankfully, after 3 long 
weeks of going to the chiropractor, 
I was not only able to run but I was 
racewalking faster than ever before. 
The qualifying time for the Millrose 
Games was 7 minutes and 50 seconds 
for the mile, with my then personal 
best being 7 minutes and 30 seconds. 
On January 8th, 2023, I qualified 
for the Millrose Games and USA 
indoor nationals with a new personal 
best and a school record. I walked 7 
minutes and 14 seconds to qualify.” 
What is it like being a Racewalker? 
“There ate so many pros and cons 
about racewalking. The worst part 
about being a tacewalker would 
probably be how unappreciated this 
sport is. It’s not extremely popular 
and many people make fun of it. It’s 
very common for people to say to 
me ‘it’s just walking, how hard can 
it be’ or ‘I can race you’ or ‘Tt’s not 
a real sport’ It’s frustrating to have 
people say that my sport is easy. The 
best part about racewalking is the 
community. It’s a very small world, 
but most racewalkers are genuine 
kindhearted people. For example, 
at Nationals this year, all the female 
walkers were chatting and warming 
up together before the meet, even 
walking to the starting line they were 
hyping one another up. That’s not 
common in any other sport.” 


“Overwhelming” — In all honesty, 
this track makes me long for the 
depth of love Jon has found. The 
admiration he holds for his wife is 
abundantly evident through every 
verse, as he seeks out the perfect 
wotds to describe het. 
get over the fact that she calls him 
and her 
match made in the stratosphere. 


I cannot 


“Goose” “Maverick,” a 

This record resides among the 
best in my mind and is a powerful 
soutce of inspiration I often find 
myself looking toward. To develop 
sonic independence to this degree 


is a feat of brilliance, as it stands 
within a category of its own. While 
some tracks may feel lengthy, each 
contributes a unique perspective, 
with each feeling truly distinguishable 
from one another. I give the record 
a 9.5/10: flavorful, innovative, and 
enthralling. 


Angelina Colon 
Photo Courtesy of Angelina Colon 
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Meet the Athlete: 
Danielle Goff 


Kendall LeValley 
Editor-in-Chief 

Danielle Goff is a 
Psychology major with a concentration 
in Health Psychology who pitches 
for the Mansfield softball team. Her 
favorite part about being on the team is 
the atmosphere that has been created 
within the program. As far as goals go, 
she said that the team’s goal for the 
season are to “Stay in the moment, 


senior 


Meet the Athlete: 
Anastasia Berardi 


Kendall LeValley 
Ecditor-in-Chief 

Anastasia Berardi is a junior 
Psychology major with concentrations 
in Forensic Psychology and Counseling 
and a minor in Criminal Justice. 
Berardi also plays on the Mansfield 
softball team. She is the team’s catcher. 
Her favorite memory since joining the 
team is when Coach Gallagher let the 
team slide on the field in the mud. As 
for goals for the season, Berardi’s are 


to hit over five home runs and to have 
a winning record. 

In addition to playing for the softball 
team, Berardi is the Vice President 
of the Student-Athlete Advisory 
Committee (AAC) and is a part of the 
Psychology Club. When she isn’t on the 
field, she enjoys reading, lifting, painting 
and writing. Something that you might 
not know about her is that she knows 
sign language and is an only child! 


stay focused and show improvement. 
To consistently keep improving and to 
control the controllable around us.” 

When she isn’t on the field, she 
enjoys spending time outside, spending 
time with family, spending time with her 
dogs and going to the gym. Something 
that you might not know about Goff is 
that she has a twin brother named Josh 
who also goes to Mansfield! 


Anastasia Berardi 
Photo Courtesy of 
Anastasia Berardi 
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POLICE BEAT 


Anyone with information on any of these events are encouraged 


to contact the Mansfield University Police at 570-439-4900 


3/9/2023 Public Intoxication 
On or about the date of 
3/9/2023 at 10:55 p.m., University 


Police responded to the report of 
an intoxicated individual that had 
become ill in the Spruce Hall ground 
floor restrooms. Residence life staff 
requested assistance in evaluating the 
individual's condition to determine 
if medical attention was necessary. 


While the individual was found to 
be intoxicated, it was determined 
that they did not require medical 
attention. The involved individual 
was over the age of 21 but has been 
referred to the Community Conduct 
Office for violation of campus policy. 
No criminal charges have been filed 
in relation to this incident. 
Reported 3/9/2023 at 11:05 p.m. 
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Sigma Tau Delta & The Flashlight present 


“15 weeks on a bus...” 
Writing Contest 


Imagine you are on a bus for fifteen weeks. Eventually, your phone dies and you start to get 
bored. You look around and decide to start talking to the person next to you. As you talk, you 
start to tell them a story, either true or fictional, that starts one of these ways... 


Write a story that starts with “Let’s go for a walk.” 

Write a story about someone scrambling on New Year’s Eve to fulfill their resolutions for 
the entire year before the clock strikes twelve 

Write a story that starts with someone getting in a taxi and saying “Follow that car!” 
Write a story about someone walking through a park on a spring evening told only 
through internal dialogue 

“Come here. No, not you.” 


We want to hear your stories using one of these five prompts! Both fiction and non-fiction stories 
will be accepted from students and faculty alike. Winners will be announced on April 17 and 
published in the final issue of The Flashlight on April 27. And for the artists on campus, enter 
the “Every Artist Tells A Story” division. After all, if you were on a bus for 15 weeks, you’d 


start talking about your art sooner or later. Send us a picture of your favorite creation along with 


the story behind it. Winners will also be awarded with a gift basket containing a $15 Barnes & 


Noble gift card along with their publication in The Flashlight. 


All submissions are due to sigtaumuxi@gmail.com on April 7. Please include what division 
you are entering (student writing, faculty writing, or art) along with the prompt your story 


uses. Good luck! 
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New Mascot at Commonwealth U Mansfield 


Kenny Chesney 
Editor Person Guy 

The run of the Mansfield 
Mountie mascot is coming to an 
end as a new mascot will be taking 
its place. Beginning in the fall 
2023 semester, Commonwealth U 
Mansfield campus will be sporting 
a new mascot who is known by 
most as Beals. Beals is a familiar 
face to most, and Mansfield 
administrators believe he is a 
great fit for being the school spirit 
motivator that the campus needs. 

Beals is a student athlete and a 
person who isn’t afraid to speak to 
anyone he sees on campus. “P?’m 
just a cool guy, what can I say?” he 
said. Although he is rather small 
in stature, his personality is big 
enough to encourage the students 
on campus to be who they want 
to be, as a mascot should. Beals 
serves as a Mansfield “hype man” 
for many reasons. “I’m loud and I 
talk a lot, so they have me do tours 
during football recruits,” he said. 
He is a huge participator in the 
admissions events to recruit new 
students because of his ability to 


connect and relate with so many 
different people across the board. 

When walking around campus, 
it’s hard to find a person who 
doesn’t know who Beals. He isn’t 
shy. People see him in Lower, class, 
Alumni or on the field playing 
one of the many sports he’s 
involved in. If you don’t know him 
personally, you’ve either seen him 
around or at least heard him in 
conversation. 

Because of this new change, 
the Spirit Store in Alumni will 
be producing new Mansfield 
merchandise in the fall with a 
new logo containing Beals’ head 
inside a lightning bolt—one of his 
favorite symbols. More details to 
come when the change officially 
goes into effect. 

If anyone has any questions or 
concerns about this change, please 
address them to thisisajoke@ 
commonwealthu.edu. Go 
Mounties! 


Photos Courtesy of MU's Secret Marketing Team Department 


New Mansfield Curriculum: The Dark Arts 


Severus Grape 


Money Person 


The Dark Arts are here. 
Following the merger into 
Commonwealth University, 
Mansfield has updated _ its 


curriculum offerings to match that 
of the Bloomsburg Campus. As a 
result, three new degree programs 
have been added to the school: 
Study of The Dark Arts (A.B), 
Modern Breakdancing (A.M.) and 
Amplified Light (Laser) Tag (S.B.). 


President Hanna added, “We 

committed to providing 
transformative 
that 
prepares and empowers them to 
make meaningful contributions to 
society. We believe these changes 
will allow us to stay at the forefront 


are 
students with a 


educational experience 


of education and were carefully 
selected based on emerging and 
critical societal needs.” 

within the 
include 


Course offerings 


Dark Arts program 


Survey of Effective Backstabbing, 
Devotion to the Occult, 
Unforgiveablederstandable Curses, 
Dubious Concealment and Math 
101. We spoke with Michael Yu, a 
student who chose to pursue the 
program out of spite: “You know, 
I was a dedicated premed student. 
That was until I heard about the 
new Dark Arts program being 
offered. You need some way to 
alleviate all that stress.” 
The decision has 


spatked 


controversy among both parents 
and faculty members, with many 
that students 
will be encouraged to practice the 


seeming worried 


forbidden techniques. One incident 
has allegedly already occurred, 
as Professor Rutledge reportedly 
casted the Duro charm to turn a 
student athlete from Bloomsburg 
into stone during a football game. 
While this remains to be proven, 
Mansfield certainly just got a lot 
mote interesting. 
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Dear Yik Yak — Love, Ice Spice 


Take-A-Reeses Cup 


Maple Master 
MU’s_ Student Government 
Association captioned their Spring 


“We 
know you all hoped it was Ice 
Spice,” and to the diehard Ice Spice 
community on the campus Yik 
Yak, news of 90’s heartthrob Jesse 
McCartney’s Spring 
Fling set garnered disappointment 


Fling announcement with 
s 


upcoming 


among them. However, beyond 
their the 
“Munch” rapper, Ice Spice herself 


sadness, well-known 
was deeply saddened to be knocked 
out of the running to headline the 
event. As she said in an interview 
with The Flashlight, “That board 
said that I'm good enough, but 


that board is a cap,” speaking to 
how quickly her prospects of being 
Spring Fling headliner were flipped 
on their head. 

Remember 


those days 


the past couple of months where 


ovet 
Upper Manser was particularly 
amazing? The days when the ice 
cream seemed to be refilled every 
evening; and the desserts were 
worthy of five Michelin stars? How 
about when all of those serious 
looking executives were strolling 
around campus? You may have 
missed it, but those members of 
Ice Spice’s administrative team were 
taking the opportunity to assess 
the feasibility of a performance 
by the Bronx-native. According 
to Ice Spice herself, “I came from 


the gutter, said Mansfield be lit by 
the end of the summer,’ noting 
how her humble beginnings would 
bring out a passion in her to make 
Mansfield’s Spring Fling the FOMO 
event of the year. 

In noting the anger of the 
Spice Cabinet, Ice Spice’s fanbase, 
disappointed. Jake 
Brungard, who is president of 
Mansfield’s chapter of the Spice 
Cabinet Association, felt that the 
opinions of he and his constituents 


many were 


were ignored. As Brungard puts 
it, “We have the munchies, and 
we will bring her to campus next 
year. Give us Ice Spice or give us 
death! The way that she flows over 
the beats in her songs; the depth 
of the narratives in her songs and 


their thought-provoking qualities.” 
Brungard struggled to speak as he 
held back his tears, “P?’m sorry, ’m 
getting emotional ... she has my 
heart, she’s just so misunderstood 
and we can learn so much from 
her.’ Brungard plans to establish 
a petition over the summer to 
garner support to give Ice Spice 
her shining moment in front of the 
Mansfield community. 

While Ice Spice concedes this 
Spring Fling, she has every intention 
to return. In a letter penned to her 
saddened fans, Ice Spice says, “The 
baddest in the room, so tell 'em to 
make room ... they gon’ listen to 
my tune,” promising her fans that 
she will not change while she is 
away from the mountain, and that 


DONUT PATROL 


- People who have zero, absolutely no information at all, are encouraged 


not to call the police. Seriously, please don't. - 


4/02/2023 Grand Larceny 

On April 1 during a protest, 
a group of unidentified students 
dismantled and stole the bell north 
of Memorial Hall. It was noticed 
that the bell was no longer there 
after the massive group of students 
was finally broken up. No witnesses 
were able to tell who took the bell, 
though some believe that they saw a 
goose with a very nice bow around 
it’s neck in the area. If anyone has 
any information as to who might 
have been involved or on the 
whereabouts of the bell, please call 
campus police at 570-439-4900. 

Reported 4/01/2023 at 10:01 p.m. 


4/11/2023 Theft 

On the date of 4/11/2023, 
Kenny Chesney was found in the 
Admissions office of South Hall 
room G-5 stealing Mountie spirit 
weat. The individual was found 
with a Mansfield drawstring bag 
containing multiple t-shirts, a pair 
of socks, stickers and a water bottle 
in hand. The individual took the 
elevator and disappeared before 
the items could be recovered. They 
will be charged with theft and 
deprivation to prospective students. 

Reported 4/11/2023 at 1:05 p.m. 


4/17/2023 Grading Falsehood 
On the date of 4/17/2023, 
a professor at the university was 


caught grading their student’s 
assignments using the 
“Chegg.’ The professor 
reported to the provost and will be 
facing serious charges. 


Reported 4/17/2023 at 12:35 p.m. 


website 
was 


4/21/2023 Vandalism 
On the date of 4/21/2023, 
large footprints 
discovered along the Turkey Path. 
The footprints were large enough 
and cracked the concrete so that 
they create a serious trip hazard. 
Several students have reported 
that Bigfoot was spotted in the 
area. Bigfoot is to be charged with 
vandalism if he can be found. 
Reported 4 [21/2023 at 12:49 p.m. 


several were 


APRIL FOOLS! 


one day, their dreams will come 
true. When asked about the glowing 
comments on Yik Yak about her, 
Ice Spice was flattered, “Saying my 
flow the nicest, that they wanna 
party with Spice.’ However, to her 
critiques on the anonymous app, 
she put it simply — “I got 2 milli’ for 
using a mic’, think about that when 
you type.” As the Spice Cabinet 
prepares to take a concrete stand 
for the next Spring Fling, it will be 
interesting to see what other lesser- 
known campus organizations will 
take a stand to see their artists as 
headliners. 
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Meet the New Campus 


Administrator: Tim Shuey 


Valerie Miller 
Staff Writer 

With the integration of Lock 
Haven, Mansfield and Bloomsburg, 
there have been many changes 
and additions to the Mansfield 
campus. One of these changes is 
a new campus administrator and 
vice president for fiscal affairs, 
Tim Shuey. Mr. Shuey will be 
involved in accounting, finance, 
budgeting and student accounts 
for Commonwealth University. On 
top of that, he will also be helping 
the three campuses merge. Shuey 
has been and will be commuting 
between all three campuses to 
ensure that the transition goes as 
smoothly as possible. 

Shuey originally went to Penn 
State University to study hotel and 
restaurant management. Once he 
graduated, he ended up working 
for a hotel in the accounting 
department. He loved it there. 
Shuey is very good with numbers 
and says that everything just falls 
into place. 

After working there for a few 
years, he realized that accounting is 
where he truly belongs. Shuey went 
to Towson University in Maryland 
to get a second bachelor's degree 
in accounting. He loved every 
minute of being back at school. 
Shuey emphasized this by saying 
that “We truly never quit learning.” 
and that "Learning is a lifelong 
process.” After getting his second 
degree, Shuey worked at Penn 
State for 20 years in auxiliary and 


business. He worked the financials 
for all Penn State campuses 
including the 19 satellite campuses. 
Since Shuey loves learning, as 
the years went on, he became 
“fascinated with how much 
technology costs institutions.” 
Shuey then began to look into how 
technology is beneficial to students 
in college. 

Shuey always knew about 
Mansfield University, and once 
he heard that the universities 
were integrating, he jumped at 
the opportunity to be a part of 
this. Shuey said since we are the 
first schools in Pennsylvania to 
integrate with other universities, 
this is uncharted territory. A big 
worry of Shuey’s is that he doesn't 
want the individual campuses to 
“lose their history and traditions” 
since we are all still independent 
universities. 

Shuey has many plans for what 
will happen at Mansfield. One 
of his main priorities is student 
enrollment and retention. As the 
campus administrator, he hopes 
to have more people come to and 
stay at Mansfield. Shuey wants 
Mansfield to become “the vibrant 
campus” that we were before 
COVID-19. He wants Mansfield to 
be the truly great and lively campus 
that Mansfield is. 

When not working and learning, 
Shuey is a very outdoor person. 
While he likes outdoor activities 


like fishing, hiking and home 
gardening, he is also a certified 
scuba diver! Another hobby that 
he has picked up is sustainable 
agriculture. Though Shuey has a 
garden at home, over the pandemic 
he and his family decided that 
they wanted to try and “grow” 
their food as much as they could; 
leading them to get chickens. He 
loves the idea that he is involved 
in the process of making his food 
from start to finish. 

Shuey wants to hear from 
the students at Mansfield saying 
that he is “interested in student 
success” and wants to make sure 
that every student can reach their 
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Tim Shuey . 
Photo Courtesy of 
Gardner Webb University 


full potential. Shuey has made it 
his priority to attend one Student 
Government meeting a month. 
But, he wants to hear from more 
than just the Student Government, 
he wants to hear from other 
students as well. “Everyone has a 
specific journey and purpose” said 
Shuey, so every voice is important. 
When he is not busy traveling to 
other schools, Shuey is going to 
have office hours every Friday that 
are open to everyone. To schedule 
an appointment with him, contact 
Jill Scott via email at jlscott@ 
commonwealth.edu or call 570- 
662-4046 
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Mansfield Heads to 


PennWest | SGA Report 


Jack Newell 
Staff Writer 
Spring Fling is here! ‘The 
headlining artist, Jesse McCartney, 
has been announced to the campus 
community. The concert will take 
place April 28 at 8 p.m. at Van 
Norman Field, with free admission 
for all Mansfield students. An egg 
hunt was recently held in its honor 
across the Mansfield Campus, with 
two VIP concert tickets found 
within one of the eggs. Look out 
for other surprises to come along 
with the event! 


Mansfield’s student government 
recently traveled to PennWest 
California to meet with the Board 
of Student Government Leaders 
from each PASSHE school. The 
event took place from March 23-25 
and served as a tool for networking 
and training within administration, 
business and student government 
work. Mansfield was represented 
by Ally Fisher, Cuong Le, Deacon 
Hogan, Aaron Morder, Jack Newell 
Adams. 
training classes were held, taught 


and Cordasia Various 


by professors and faculty across 
the universities. There was also a 
Chick-fil-A, which was pretty great. 

The next item on the ballot is 
SGA’s ballot! Mansfield students 
have voted for the next SGA 
E-board members. Voting remained 
open from April 20-25, with results 
pending. The new E-board will be 
passed the torch at the last spring 
meeting, with the rising president 
to lead the session. 

In other news, the SGA- 
sponsored Party with Marty was 


a smash hit, with record-breaking 
attendance numbers for an event 
taking place in The Hut. The good 
times kept rolling with South Hall 
Mall’s Throwback Block Party on 
April 29, and the Party in Paradise 
Unity Dance, which also took place 
Saturday, April 29. 

The Society of Honors alumni 
recognition event took place 
Saturday, April 22. The event was 
attended by SGA and worked to 
support those who have made 
great strides within their careers 
ambitions their 


and following 


graduation from Mansfield. 

If you would like additional 
information concerning any of 
these topics and more, all minutes 
are published on the official SGA 
Mansfield webpage. Our weekly 
meetings take place in Alumni 307 
on Tuesdays at 6 p.m. and are open 
to all. 
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How Can Students Feel Safe on Campus? 


Jasimine Hilton 
Falshlight Contributer 

The deadly shooting at 
Michigan State University, which 
claimed the lives of three students, 
occurred roughly two months ago. 
On March 27, a devastating mass 
shooting at an elementary school 
in Nashville left six people dead. 
The unfortunate part about it all 
is that there have been 376 school 
shootings in total, and there's no 
way of knowing whether there 
won't be any more. These are only 
two of them. 

For most students, Mansfield 
serves as their "home away from 
home.” For them to feel safer, they 
should be informed of the warning 
signals and what to do in this kind 
of scenario. Shootings shouldn’t 
happen at all, but it's better to be 
cautious and knowledgeable about 
how to respond, though it's not 
widely discussed on campus. The 
Chief the MU police department, 
Jeffery Perry, gave The Flashlight his 
take on warning signs that students 
should take into consideration that 
can help prevent another situation 
like this from occurring. 
signs that 
students should be aware of are 
sudden withdrawal from friends 

bullying, 
experiencing 


“Some warning 


and family, excessive 
irritability, 
isolation, making direct threats, and 


social 


violent fantasy content. The use of 
social media is so ingrained in our 
everyday lives that people may post 
snippets of their intent to harm a 
particular person or group,” said 
Chief Perry. 

We discussed the Michigan State 
University shooting and its impact 
that it left across other universities. 
Chief Perry noted, “Our hearts go 
out to the families and communities 
at Michigan State and Tennessee. 
One school shooting is too many! 
I still remember where I was when 
I first heard about the Columbine 
shooting. As a parent myself, the 
thought is never far from my mind.” 

Mansfield has measures in place 
that involve contacting the police 
department fast for any situation, 
including emergency call buttons 
installed in certain parts of campus. 
When asked about plans for more 
safety measures, Chief Perry gave 
a preview for what’s to come. 
“The use of security cameras was 
monumental in the ability to locate 
the shooter on Michigan State’s 
campus. I am looking for avenues 
of funding to add more cameras 
on campus. Not to infringe on the 
students’ right of privacy but to add 
cameras in buildings that have none 
or areas with blind spots,” Perry 
said. 

Kristen Fulford, a sophomore, 
gave her perspective on safety 


MERMORIV MA 


— 


at Mansfield. “I feel safe at MU 
because most school shootings 
high schools and 
elementary schools. Even if a 


ate towards 


shooting happens on a college 
campus, it’s at big name schools 
like VT, MSU, UVA. So yes, I feel 
safe at Mansfield. To make students 
feel safer here though, swipe 
cards to every building should be 
implemented. Same way the dorms 
work,’ said Fulford. 


Campus Police Car with Trailer 


Photos Courtesy of https:/www.mansfield.edu/police/ 


There 
discussion of 


hasn't been 
the 
shooting on campus, which is 
Hopefully, essential 
events will be held annually so 


enough 
latest mass 
unfortunate. 


that students are aware of the 
procedures to follow if there is 
an active shooter on campus and 
how to handle it. Chief Perry 
said, “The number one priority 
the Mansfield University 
Police Department is the safety of 


for 


students, staff, faculty, and visitors. 
Officers receive training on active 
shooter protocols and response 
from in person training as well as 
in the use of virtual reality. I ask the 
students to review Run, Hide, Fight 
protocols located on our website.” 
Students with any questions or 
for more information can find the 
MU police department’s website by 
visiting,  https://www.mansfield. 
edu/police/. 
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MTA: Josh Farina 


Kendall LeValley 
Editor-in-Chief 

Josh Farina is a senior Psychology 
major who plays outfield on the 
Mansfield baseball team. In the time 
that he played for the team, one 
game stuck out to him the most. 
“My favorite memory was when 
we beat West Chester in a walk- 
off victory during my sophomore 
year,” Farina said As for goals for 
the season, Farina has a few. The 
goals include assisting with the 
development of younger players 


on the field, winning a conference 
series at home field and “to enjoy 
every second of our season.” 

In addition to playing baseball, 
Farina has quite a few hobbies that 
he partakes in such as watching 
sports and movies, hiking and 
playing video games. He is a huge 
Yankees fan. One interesting fact 
that you may not know about 
Farina is that his ankles makes a 
noise when he moves. “My ankles 
produce a sound similar to finger 
snapping,” he said. 


Josh Farina 
Photos Courtesy of Josh Farina 
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New Coach 


Comes to 
Mansfield 


Jasmine Hilton 

Falshlight Contributer 
Abigail Sgro was hired as the 
Mansfield — softball 
assistant coach in the spring of 
2023, just in time for the start of 
the new season. She spent the 


team's new 


previous two seasons working as 
a member of the coaching staff 
at Delaware State University after 
graduating. “Softball is the same 
across the board. It’s all 
making your team better every day, 


about 


keeping the culture, and making 
sute each student athlete continues 
to have a great college experience,” 
said Coach Sgro. 

Sgro accomplished a lot while 
playing softball for Ashland 
University. She was a_ fantastic 
pitcher and still owns the Lexington 
High School record for most 
strikeouts in a single season. Sgro 
sees working with Coach Edith 
Gallagher, MU's head softball 
coach, as a fantastic opportunity for 
herself and the squad. She said, “I 
think the best part of it is not only 
a new journey, but a great learning 
experience coaching under Coach 
G. She has created a culture that 
for over three decades, alumni and 
current players absolutely love. She 
is a great mentor and I’m just very 
excited to continue learning from 
her techniques and experiences.” 

Coach Sgro is certain that she 


can use her expertise to help the 
softball team reach its full potential 
as they continue their conference 
games. She wants her players to 
develop into excellent people in 
all aspects of their lives, not just 
great athletes. “My hopes are to 
ultimately make each one of my 
players a better student, athlete, and 


The Flashlight -5 


Coach Abigail Sgro 
Courtesy of : https://gomounties.com/sports/ 
softball/roster/coaches/abigail-sgro/675 


person. Hopefully in doing so this 
team will make it to the conference 
tournament and win,’ said Coach 
Sgro. Upcoming games can be 
viewed by watching them on the 
MU livestream at the link, https:// 
psacsportsdigitalnetwork.com/ 
gomounties/. 


Hop in to See the Master & Grasshopper Exhibit 


Amanda Rutledge 

Production Manager 

The ninth annual Master & 
Grasshopper Show is displaying 
regional high school artwork 
in the Loomis Gallery of the 
University 
Mansfield Campus from March 
27-April 28. 
Every spring semester, postcard 


Commonwealth 


invitations are sent out to high 
schools across Pennsylvania and 
parts of New York State. The 
invitation is a call for submissions 
of artwork from high 
students (grasshoppers) and their 


school 


art teachers (masters), allowing for 
two students to be selected from 
each school and display their work 
alongside their teacher. 

Over 200 postcards were sent 
out alongside an email invitation 
to schools in a 250-mile radius. 
fourteen different high schools 
from both Pennsylvania and New 
York State are represented in this 
year’s Master and Grasshopper 
exhibit, showcasing the work of 28 
students and 18 faculty. Some of 
the faculty in the exhibit are alumni 
of the old Art Education program 
at Mansfield University. 


The schools participating from 
Pennsylvania this year are Athens 
Area High School, Boiling Springs 
High School, Cowanesque Valley 
High School, Lackawanna Trail Jr/ 
St High School and local North 
Penn-Mansfield Jr/Sr High School. 
The schools North Schuylkill Jr/ 
St High School, Palisades High 
School, Tunkhannock Area High 
School, Williamson High School, 
Williamsport Area High School 
and Williams Valley School District 
have entered artwork as well. 

These 
alongside those from the following 


artists are showing 


New York State Schools: 
Chenango Valley High School, 
GST Boces Welding Program: 
Odessa-Montour Central School 
and Horseheads High School. 

All artwork is on display 
until Friday April 28. The 
exhibit closes with a reception 
and award ceremony from 6-8 
p-m. in Allen 104. At the award 
student 
will be awarded six prizes in the 


ceremony, participants 
categories of Best in Show, First 
Place, Second Place, Third Place, 
Honorable Mention 2-D and 
Honorable Mention 3-D. 


For anyone unable to see the 
exhibit in person, the show is 
available for viewing online on the 
Loomis Gallery wesbsite at https:// 
www.mansfield.edu/art/loomis- 
gallery-exhibitions/2023%20 
Exhibitions /Master%20and%20 
Grasshoppet%202023 /Master%20 
and%20Grasshopper%20 
Exhibition%202023.cfm 
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A Celebration and A Good Cause 


Erica Parks 
Flashlight Contributer 
On Monday, April 10, Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon kicked off their 
Paddy Murphy week. The fraternity 
held events all week to raise money 


for their philanthropy event, and 
it was a big hit! Students in and 
out of Greek Life came out and 
participated in the events, such as 
Pie-a-Brother. They started out 
by holding a “funeral” for Paddy 
Murphy, who was a brother in SAE 
that was killed by another brother in 
the same fraternity. Cuong Le, the 
philanthropy chair for the fraternity 
explained to me the significance of 
Paddy Murphy, and who he is. 
“Paddy Murphy was a brother 
in SAE that went down the wrong 
path and started getting involved 


with Al Capone, and his drug ring,” 
Le said. “Elliot Ness was a detective 
that was hunting down Murphy and, 
eventually, Ness caught up to him. 
The two exchanged fire, ultimately 
resulting in Murphy being shot by 
Ness. Ness then found out that he 
had just shot a brother of SAF, 
because he saw the badge only 
a brother could wear, and they 
both knew the secret handshake.” 
He also mentions that SAE holds 
Paddy Murphy week to honor his 
death. 

The chapter chose to taise 
money for a local Wellsboro High 
School teacher, Elizabeth Hoover. 
“She is a local and our proceeds 
could go directly to her since 
she was just recently diagnosed 
with lung cancer,’ Le said. They 


announced at the end of the week 
the total amount that they raised 
at their final event, Miss Minerva, 
which is their female beauty pageant 
to get the sororities involved. “It 
helps promote Paddy Murphy week 
and helps towards our goal. The 
event consists of trivia, SAE trivia, 
spelling bee and a talent portion,” 
Le said. 

All of the sororities participated 
in the event by having their own 
representative. Belle Edwards 
from Alpha Sigma Alpha, Ashlyn 
Fletcher from Alpha Sigma Tau, 
Rylie Mong from Delta Zeta, 
Chloe Zeeuw from Zeta Tau Alpha 
and Hannah Alajlouni was SAF’s 
sweetheart and a sister of Zeta Tau 
Alpha. The judges of the pageant 


were former SAE alumni who 


Non-Traditional Student Dorm 
Experience: Spring Semester 2023 


Brett Stroup 
Secretary 

Oh, how the memories have 
grown since the fall semester here at 
Mansfield. I continue to be amazed 
at how many people are supportive 
of me through my time of need. I 
look back to freshmen and junior 
year to realize how Mansfield’s 
community has transformed me 
as a person. I have grown to love 
my friends and professors to the 


point that graduation seems like a 
letdown, rather than a victory. 

Somedays it feels like I am 
leaving a family rather than just 
friendships. I do not think I would 
have found more people to hangout 
with and cry and laugh with than I 
did during my non-traditional dorm 
experiences. Some days are harder 
than others, but through fellowship 
and events, the memories are still 
growing even till the last few weeks 
that still remain. 


I want to mention how the 
dorms remain comfortable and the 
hallways in my resident building 
are peaceful at night. I thank the 
staff and other leaders for their 
hard work to ensure a safe and 
welcoming environment. It does in 
its own way still feel like a place that 
I can call home, even though that 
will change very soon. 

Iam unsure of what the future 
may bring post-graduation, but 
hopefully it is an experience that 


Scholars At Risk: What You Didn't 
Know Your Classmates Were Up To 


G.O. 
Staff Writer 

This semester, the members of 
Dr. Rothermel’s Human Rights 
course have been advocating for the 
release of two falsely imprisoned 
scholars in Iran. As part of this class 
and interested to know what sort of 
impact its presence has had in the 
five years since its conception, I set 
out to learn more from Makenzie 
Warner, Dr. Rothermel, and Dr. 
John Ulrich, the man behind it all. 

Mountie Coffee was busy, as 
usual, with most of the tables 


full and the line stretching nine 
people back when we arrived. 
Sunlight streamed through the huge 
windows overlooking Elliott Hall, 
softening the industrial-look of 
the ceiling panels and low-hanging 
lamp lights. The line moved quickly, 
though, and soon we were settling 
at one of the bench tables along the 
back with our caramel macchiatos. 

“Why did you decide to take this 
class?” I continued. 

Kenzie took a sip of her 
macchiato—iced, always iced— 
before answering. “Last year in 
International Law, Rothermel got 


me very interested in human rights 
and suggested I take his human 
rights course this semester. So I 
signed up for it.” 

Her eyes surveyed the room 
as she took another sip of her 
macchiato and pushed her golden- 
blonde hair behind her ear. She 
doesn’t look like a seasoned athlete, 
but from what I have heard, she is 
a formidable opponent on the field 
hockey pitch. 

Human Rights with Dr. 
Rothermel is not a course just 
anyone takes. “It started out as 
an Honors course,’ he told me, 


claimed to have had a blast. 

The fraternity was able to 
surpass their goal by raising $10,304 
for Elizabeth Hoover. Following 
the announcement, they announced 
the winner of the coffin lids that the 
sororities made for the event, the 
winner of Miss Minerva, and the 
“dare” that the frat had to pursue 
by reaching $10,000. The coffin lid 
winner was Alpha Sigma Tau. The 
winner of Miss Minerva was Belle 
Edwards from Alpha Sigma Alpha, 
and SAE brothers Anthony Dunkel 
and Alex Shellhammer had to shave 
their heads. The week was a roaring 
success, and the fraternity is beyond 
grateful for all the donations going 
toward a good cause. 


is just as positive as the one here 
at Mansfield. I doubt that a lot 
of people will read this, but for 
those that do, I want to personally 
thank each and every one of you 
for giving me support, helping me 
through the difficult times and 
above all that there is still hope 
in humanity. I will miss everyone 
terribly, but I wish you all well and 
hope you are successful in whatever 
you do in the future. 


speaking about the origins of the 
Human Rights advocacy seminar 
course Mansfield has offered every 
two years since 2019. “And it was 
successful, so we said you know 
what, let’s open this up. I think 
there’s a real benefit to having 
students who aren’t poly sci majors 
in the class.” 

Scholars at Risk was a somewhat 
natural step for Mansfield to take, 
it seems. 

“I taught a class called Human 
Rights and International Activism,” 
he explained. “T didn’t hear about 


Scholars at Risk, but [Provost 
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John Ulrich] approached me and 
it was a perfect fit for what I was 
already teaching. I always thought it 
would be an interesting course for 
students to explore activism at the 
world level.” 

Dr. John Ulrich was provost of 
Mansfield when he first entertained 
the idea of bringing Scholars at 
Risk (SAR) to Mansfield’s campus. 

“IT was aware of the network 
from colleagues at other institutions 
outside of PASSHE and thought 
this program looks like a really 
good one for Mansfield to be a 
part of because of the resources 
they provide. 
academic freedom and threats to 


Especially about 


scholars around the world,” he told 
me during our meeting at Mountie 
Coffee. 

Having held just about every 
position imaginable in his thirty- 
plus years at Mansfield University, 
Dr. Ulrich brought his dynamic 
experiences and perspective to the 
conversation. 

“T think that for us, especially 
being a smaller campus in a rural 
setting, it’s really an important 
connection for us to the larger 
world. SAR is literally a network to 
hundreds of institutions across the 
world. When you’re a part of that 
network, you're essentially plugged 
into those institutions across the 
world,” Ulrich said. “It makes us a 
bit distinctive, sets us apart a little 
bit.” 

On Match = 29, 
attended the national Scholars 
at Risk Student Advocacy Days 
in Washington, D.C. where she 
was the only representative of 
Mansfield — University 


Kenzie 


among 


groups of students from Canada, 
Florida, Ohio, and more. Most of 
the other students had never heard 
of Mansfield University prior to 
meeting Kenzie. Her presence, just 
like the actions of the professors 
and students, put Mansfield on 
the map while bringing awareness 
to the plight of falsely imprisoned 
scholars. 

When I asked Dr. Ulrich what 
appealed to him the most about 
being a SAR affiliate, his answer was 
simple: “The focus on academic 
freedom and threats to scholars 
around the world.” 

But what is academic freedom? 
When I asked Kenzie, she paused 
to think for a minute. “I think it 
means the freedom to learn about 
anything you want, anywhere you 
want.” 

Dr. Ulrich had a much more 
definition of, 
“Academic freedom means that for 


teaching-centric 


a professor, they need to be able to 
choose the content and teach it in 
a way that is appropriate. Academic 
freedom is the basis of a true, 
inquiry-based method of teaching 
and learning,” 

Dr. Rothermel offered another 
answer: “I think what it means is 
that you can really challenge ideas, 
expose students to a wide variety 
of ideas and challenge them to 
reorient their worldview. Academic 
freedom is a way to shake things 
up and get people to see things 
from a different perspective. It 
exposes students to different views 
and challenges them to re-evaluate 
their own views on a wide range of 
issues, either reaffirming what they 
think or changing how they think.” 


Weekly Wrap- 


c 
a) 


3rd Hour 
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Academic freedom, however, is 
even more dynamic than that. 

As Phoebe Alpern of SAR 
explains, SAR’s work hinges on 
belief in academic freedom, but 
academic freedom is tricky to 
establish as a universal principle. In 
her year as a full-time employee at 
SAR, she has found that academic 
freedom is both a positive and 
a negative right, meaning that in 
some ways, everyone is entitled to 
education and cannot be impeded 
from obtaining an education, but in 
other ways, no one is obligated to 
provide individuals with education. 
As SAR has found, this fundamental 
difference between positive and 
negative rights, and discrepancies 
between what forms of education 
constitute positive versus negative 
right status in different countries, 
can cause issues in protecting 
academic freedom. 

Phoebe and I met to discuss 
SAR. Having graduated in college 
in 2020, Phoebe always knew she 
wanted to work in human rights, 
but had never heard of SAR until 
about a year ago. 

“They were actually on my 
college campus my junior year,’ she 
laughed, reflecting on the role of 
SAR on college campuses. “Tt was 
the semester I was studying abroad 
and I didn’t know it was happening 
until I got back and it was all over.” 

Phoebe’s 
infectious. In her early twenties 
with kinky brown hair and a soft 
voice, she knows the importance 


dedication is 


of the work she is doing and the 
impact it makes. Talking to her, it 
was clear that Mansfield was very 
special in its membership as one 


of SAR’s affiliate campuses, one 
of 500 worldwide in more than 40 
different countries. 

“T think that [college affiliates] 
are really special because being 
an undergrad can be really tricky 
sometimes,” she said, as students 
interested in international affairs 
often receive a lot of theoretical 
instruction, but have fewer chances 
to get involved in hands-on 
experience. “I think SAR would 
have been huge for me and other 
classmates who were interested in 
international relations and didn’t get 
to have that hands-on experience 
until after graduation.” 

This hands-on experience is a 
key element that Dr. Rothermel and 
Dr. Ulrich highly value. 

“Once we start to understand 
that we belong to a worldwide 
community of university students, 
faculty, and staff, we can relate 
more deeply to those professors 
and students who are trying to 
teach and learn but whose ability to 
do so is threatened,” Dr. Ulrich told 
me when I asked about the impact 
he thinks the SAR student advocacy 
seminars have on students and 
the campus community. “TI think 
especially the student advocacy 
seminars that Rothermel has been 
offering are tremendous for raising 
student awareness that in various 
parts of the world, what we might 
take for granted here, is not the case 
in some other countries.” 

Mansfield University was the 
only PASSHE school to be a part 
of the SAR network, something 
Dr. Rothermel and Dr. Ulrich 
were very proud of. “As a public 


university, we stand out a little bit,” 
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they agreed. 
Now with 
Commonwealth will provide more 
opportunities for greater advocacy 
and involvement. Mansfield has 
already made a remarkable impact 


integration, the 


for being a small rural school. In 
2019, the campus advocated for 
Xiyue Wang, an American scholar 
being held in Iran. That was in the 
spring semester. That December, 
Wang was freed, and Mansfield 
had something to do with that. He 
spoke via Zoom on April 20 in an 
event open to campus. 

“We're doing some cool work 
and getting our little name out 
there among some heavy hitters,” 
Dr. Rothermel told me_ before 
Kenzie’s trip. “Just because we’re 
little Mansfield doesn’t mean we 
can’t be a player in this movement.” 

And this movement reaches way 
beyond just advocating for scholars 
facing persecution. SAR, Dr. Ulrich 
believes, is a way for us to become 
more connected and aware of the 
world around us. 

“Pm a strong believer in the 
having perspectives 
beyond your own, having a better 


value of 


understanding of ourselves in a 
global or international context,” 
Dr. Ulrich said. “A lot of times we 
spend our days focused on the task 
at hand, but the more we can have 
connections with people beyond 
Mansfield, beyond Pennsylvania, 
beyond us, the better we are able 
to see ourselves as a piece of a 
larger whole. It gives additional 
meaning and purpose to what we 
do as teachers and students and 
academics.” 
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Allen to Butler Tunnel Closure 


A Man 
Duh 

The Allen Hall to Butler Music 
Center Tunnel will be closed for 
maintenance from April 23, 2023 
until May 23, 2023. 

Open since 2011, the connecting 
tunnel between has served as a 
valuable means of traveling from 
building to building. Dubbed the 
nickname “The Tunnel’, it has 
allowed many students throughout 
the years to avoid rain, wind, snow 
and other weather than potentially 
attwork of 


damage musical 


instruments. 

However, recent construction 
efforts the past two years revolving 
the gas line on that 


side of campus has caused the 


around 


destabilization of several sections 
of the tunnel. A recent issue 
involving the lighting system of 
the tunnel is also causing problems 
with navigation. “I’m not a bat,” 
art student Amanda Rutledge said 
when asked about the tunnel. “I 
can’t see in the dark.” 
efforts 
paint 


‘Temporary involving 


glow-in-the-dark have 


The Scene of the Crime 
Photo Courtesy of PI 
Agent Schrader 


proved useful but have led to the 
unfortunate side effect of moths 
entering the corridor in waves. 
The situation has been deemed 
“problematic” by campus staff. 
The decision to close the tunnel for 
repairs was announced on Monday, 
April 12, 2023. 
Staff 

connecting 


have assured the 
corridor between 
Belknap and Retan will remain 
open, despite the concerns of the 


moths moving there next. 


This Building is totally 
real, actually. Trust me: 
I'm a photographer. | 
would NEVER photoshop 
something into this photo 
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Students Protest Banner 


Valkyrie 
DJ] Radio Star 

On April 1, students stood 
outside the lawn of Memorial 
Hall to protest the new program 
adapted 
University, Throughout 
the final week of March, students 
were starting to become dissatisfied 
with the way that the university was 
treating students and staff with the 
switching over of systems. 

As Commonwealth University 
starts to merge the three schools 
and become 


by Commonwealth 
Banner. 


one academically, 
there have been some changes 
throughout the three campuses, the 
most recent change being the use 
of Banner instead of Student Self 
Service. Students and faculty alike 
have been confused and helpless 
when it comes to trying to figure 
out how it is supposed to work. 
Since the students were collectively 


upset, they took action. 

At 10:00 a.m. that morning, 
students took to the lawn outside 
of Memorial Hall so that people 
what 
happening within the university. 
Though it started peacefully, things 
quickly started to get out of hand. 
There were no witnesses from 


passing would see was 


inside, but there was word that 
there was a fire within Memorial 
Hall. Authorities put it out quickly, 
but this only fueled the fire within 
the students. 

Through all of the chaos of the 
students and officers, the bell next 
to Memorial Hall went missing 
during the protest. Authorities are 
currently looking for the culprits 
that were involved. Campus police 
would be grateful to anyone who 
has any information, since they 
have absolutely no leads. 


One group of students was 
very motivated to make sure that 
the school heard their demands. 
One said “We’re gonna get their 
attention one way or another.” then 
looked towards the direction of the 
side of Memorial Hall. 

Another group of students that 
was there had no idea what was 
entirely happening. One student 
recalls “I don’t even know what this 
new thing is, all I know is that it has 
something to do with red flags” 

The event can be found on 
multiple people’s TikTok accounts. 
Unfortunately, about two hours 
into the event the university cut off 
internet access to all students so 
that the event was not broadcast to 
the rest of the world. 


The@’Piashli 


Shining light on Mansfield University since 1926 


ght 


Jesse McCartney Headlines Concert at 
Mansfield Spring Fling 


Presented by SGA. Funded hy Student Activity Fees. 


&, Jesse McCartney 


- 


Featuring the Billhoart- 
topping hits: 

“Beautiful Soul” 

“Body Language” 
“Leavin” and more 


at The Mountie Spirit Store 
Photo Courtesy of Steve Plesac 


Friday, April 28th 
Van Norman Field 


Doors 7PM 
Showtime 8 PM 


MU Students - FREE 
Commonwealth U Students - $5 
General Public - $20 


= know a 


Kendall LeValley 
Editor-In-Chief 
On Friday, April 28, 
McCartney headlined a_ concert 
at Commonwealth University 
Mansfield. Music artist Sydney Irving 
opened the show. There was decent 


Jesse 


attendance at the show. Upon arrival, 
McCartney addressed allegations that 


he wouldn’t be attending the concert 
after a post on Instagram received 
a lot of traction from Mansfield 
students. He stated 

“T wouldn’t miss you guys. I 
actually got here so fast. So fast that 
I got a speeding ticket on my way 
here.” 
Although the audience didn’t 


of his songs, the attendees 


were still an enthusiastic crowd for the 


early 2000s singer. Most people were 
packed in front of the stage, standing 
and enjoying the show, while others 
chose to sit in the bleachers and enjoy 
the show from afar. The songs he 
played weren’t always familiar, but 
they all had a nice tune to them. They 
were easy to catch on and vibe to 
once he got through the first chorus. 
McCartney played his show with a 
lot of energy, hyping up the crowd 
to dance and sing along to his music 
with him. The most energetic part of 
the concert, though, was the song he 
saved for the finale. “I think there’s 
a song that we’re missing,” he said. 
A fan favorite and his biggest hit, 
“Beautiful Soul,” was the highlight of 
the show. The entire show joined him 
in singing and dancing to this hit. 


Jazz Fest Concert Featuring Rick Hirsch 


Valerie Miller 
Staff Writer 
On April 29, Mansfield’s Jazz 
Band took to the stage in Steadman 
guest Rick 
Hersch. The concert opened with 


Theater with star 
song “Missing Tooth” by Doug 
Beach. The soloists featured were 
Jon Consadine on tenor saxophone 
and guest Jay Vonda on trombone. 
There were soloists in many of the 
songs that the band played. The 
next song “Broadway” featured the 
trumpet section. There was even 
a vocalist featured in the concert. 
Mansfieldian Jay Falgo sang “It’s 
Only a Paper Moon” backed by the 
entire jazz band. 

Before intermission, Rick Hirsch 
came out with his sextet. The group 
consisted of Hirsch on saxophone, 
Jay Vonda on trombone, Clay 
Wulbrecht on piano, Bob Hart on 
bass, Kevin Lowe on drums, and 
Mansfield’s own Dr. Eddie Severn. 

After intermission, the ensemble 
played with Rick Hirsch in his 
original pieces. They started with 
“Pocono Git Down” featuring Ian 
Norton on baritone saxophone 


and Joey Freynik on trumpet. The 
band closed with an upbeat song 
that I was humming for the rest 
of the night called “Mambo Over 
the Mountain.” This piece featured 
the two percussionists in the band, 
Zach Lepley on drums and Jeremy 
Jacobus on auxiliary percussion. 

Rick Hirsch grew up in Newark, 
Delaware. Afterword he went to 
the University of Massachusetts 
in Amherst. He has lived all over 
the country, but now lives in State 
College, PA. He started playing 
saxophone in fourth grade, though 
he initially wanted to play trumpet. 
He picked saxophone since that 
was what all of his friends did. 
Hirsch can also play piano, flute and 
percussion. His favorite instrument 
to play would have to be alto and 
tenor saxophone. 

In addition to playing, Hirsch 
composes. He is proud of his 
many works. He often thinks after 
composing a piece, “how did I 
come up with that?” All of Hirsch’s 
pieces have a story behind the title. 
One of his pieces is called “Great 
Big Ball (with a map wrapped 


around it).” He came up with the 
title because one day when he 
took his young daughter to the 
Great Lakes, and she had a child- 
like revelation. She asked “is the 
world just a great big ball with a 
map wrapped around it?’ Hirsch 
pondered and thought that it would 
be a great song title one day. 
Hirsch was happy and honored 
to play with the jazz band at 


Mansfield. Hirsch and Dr. Severn 
have known each other for about 
15 years and have played together 
hundreds 
performances. 


of times in various 

If you missed the concert, check 
it out on the Mansfield University 
Music YouTube channel. 


Photo Courtesy of Valerie Miller 
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NWSLs Start in EA Sports FIFA23 


Olivia Bowman 
Flashlight Contributor 

Sarah, a 13 year old girl, has found 
her passion in soccer. Ever since 
she was little, she played EA Sports 
FIFA with her older brother. Her 
brother always played as Leo Messi’s 
Barcelona and Sarah was left to play 
as a fandom team because women 
were not in the game. Now that Sarah 
is 13 she is playing in a travel league 
and is watching the NWSL (National 
Women’s Soccer League). EA Sports 
FIFA 23 has included professional 
women’s leagues from across the 
world and Sarah bought the game to 
play as Megan Rapinoe’s OL Reign. 

EA Sports is well known for the 
production of professional sports 
in the men’s game, but only recently 
started including women’s teams. 
FIFA 23 was released on March 15 
and includes women’s teams. Women’s 
sports are often underrepresented in 
the media. The agreement between 
EA Sports and NWSL is a major 


breakthrough in representation. 
“Tt's great that they included it but 
as a male athlete I never looked 
to play as women. However, they 
should have been included all along 
because young girls should have 
that opportunity,’ Zachary Raffino, 
a former division III soccer player 
at Elmira College. In the videogame 
100 


stadiums and more than 30 leagues. 


there are now 700 teams, 
Throughout women’s soccer history 
across the world there has been a fight 
for equal pay and representation. As 
international women’s teams gear up 
for the upcoming World Cup in New 
Zealand, representation in the video 
game is huge. Many of the prominent 
players are in leagues like NWSL and 
ate stars for their national team. 

EA Sports 
popular because fans, like Sarah, can 


video games are 


play as their favorite players. “When 
FIFA 23 launched, we added the 
ability to play as women’s club teams, 
with the Barclays Women’s Super 


League and Division 1 Arkema. 
We recognize the role we have in 
representing the diverse world of 
football to our players,” says Munraji, 
the producer on the EA 


SPORTS FIFA live development 
FIFA 23. website. 
Barclay’s Women’s Super League and 


team on the 


Division 1 Arkham are professional 
leagues in Europe. Along with being 
able to play as your favorite team 
and players from the NWSL you 
can compete for the same trophies 
the women do. “It’s nice that female 
athletes are getting the recognition 
they deserve” says Faith Cameron, 
a member of the Women’s Soccer 
team. 

Representation matters especially 
in the digital age because everyone 
has access to all forms of media. 
“Television, films and digital media 
can influence how we see others, 
and how we see ourselves. Accurate, 
authentic representation can break 


BORG: A Smart/Dumb Idea 


Adon Duda 
Staff Writer 
An item on the rise, especially at 
college parties, is the black-out rage 
gallon, also known as the BORG. 
Alcohol poisoning is a great threat 
at parties, and the BORG is king in 
causes. A gallon container, like a milk 
gallon for example, is filled 1/5 full 
of vodka (15 shots worth), half to 
4/5 water, and a full container of 
caffeinated Mio or other drink mix. 
This doesn’t sound too bad, because 
most people think 15 shots compared 
to the rest of the water will dilute it. 
However, as you can't measure how 
muchacho in an hour you drink, it 


is considered a binge drink cocktail. 
The 
caffeinated additive you may have 


caffeinated Mio or other 
put into it causes the greatest risk. 
Caffeine makes you feel more awake 
not because it acts like super strong 
sugar and sends energy to your body, 
it dilates your blood vessels wider, 
allowing more blood circulation and 
faster heart rate, creating a natural 
method of “waking” you up. The 
intake of alcohol and the increased 
circulation allows the alcohol to 
reach the brain faster, yet it doesn’t 
know. This “alertness” you get from 
the caffeine can trick your mind into 
thinking it's ok and you haven't had 


that much to drink, while you may 
already have too much alcohol in 
your body, prompting you to drink 
even more. That’s not knowing how 
much alcohol each swig you take has 
compared to water. 

I think it’s obvious where these 
leads. 

A way to be smarter with BORG, 
and this sounds odd I know, is to 
mix it to your preferences. It’s sealed 
and always with you, so the odds 
of someone spiking your drink are 
extremely low, which is great if 
you're drinking with people since 
it’s possible that someone could slip 
something into your drink. Regarding 


down barriers, open us to new ideas, 
create powerful role models, and even 
be a source of inspiration” states 
Jonathan Abbott, President & CEO 
of WGBH Educational Foundation. 

heard 


the argument against equal pay 


Women have always 
as “women’s sports do not get as 
many views as the men.” The viewer 
differential is 
like 
as much as men. Therefore, if the 


because channels 


ESPN do not show women 


game is impossible to watch then 
the numbers will certainly be lower. 
In the past decade, there has been a 
major push for equal pay between 
the Men’s and Women’s National 
teams. The women ate back to back 
World Cup champions and the men 
didn’t make it out of round of 16 
in 2022. “American women received 
a $110,000 bonus for winning the 
2019 World Cup; the U.S. men would 
have received $407,000 had they won 
in 2018,” says the Associated Press. 
In May of 2022 the US. Soccer 


its contents, you can put what you like 
and what's safe for you. An example 
could be having 85 - 90% juice and 
15-10% alcohol. You don’t need to 
drink alcohol if you prefer it as no 
one will know, which could deter peer 
pressure as you can tell them you 
brought your own drink. If you feel 
odd not having alcohol or less alcohol 
than everyone else, just remember it's 
only you that knows and you're safer 
than them. You don’t even have to 
use a gallon, as any sealed container 
will work. 
Note I 
recommended way of making BORG 


didn’t say my 


is tisk free. Since it deals with alcohol, 


Thursday, May 4, 2023 


Federation made an agreement 
between the two teams stating they 
will pool the earnings for the 2026 
and 2027 World Cup. The past couple 
weeks have been home openers 
for the NWSL. Viewership and 
attendance records have been broken 
in nearly every match. When given 
the opportunity people will watch 
women’s sports and representation is 


what young girls need. 


At the Providence Park stadium, 
Sarah is playing the tournament mode 
in the video game and has taken OL 
Reign under Megan Rapinoe to the 
NWSL championship. They are set 
to play Portland Thrones, the current 
champions of the league, there is 2 
minutes left in the game and Sarah 
scores the winning goal as Rapinoe! 
Sarah wins the tournament mode as 
OL Reign and Megan Rapinoe lift the 
trophy for her team! 


it's impossible that nothing ever 
happens. My only goal is to try and 
reduce any incidents or problems that 
may happen. 

Please be smart and safe if you 
have or go to a college party. College 
is to learn and have fun. Not almost 
end your life before it starts. 
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Head of the Iron Mounties: Coach Evan Gross 


Taya-Reese Johnson 
Staff Writer 

Nearing the conclusion of his 
first season as Mountaineer Athletics’ 
Strength and Conditioning Coach, 
Evan Gross sat down for an interview 
with The Flashlight to discuss what 
led him to strength and conditioning 
as a profession and to becoming our 
newest Mountaineer. Going into high 
school, Coach Gross found that he 
was more interested in the training 
and weightlifting aspects of being on 
a team, then actually going to a sport- 
specific practice. Coach Gross notes, 
“Not that I didn’t love practicing and 
playing, but I looked more forward 
to lifting in particular. I initially didn’t 
know that was a job that people 
actually had before I started looking 
at colleges — then when I found out 
I could do this as a job, I was like 
‘That, that is what I want to do.”’ His 
newfound knowledge of strength and 
conditioning existing as a legitimate 


profession led him to abandon, as he 


puts it, “every young athlete’s fantasy 
of playing professionally’ and his 
idea of being either a baseball or 
football coach. 

As the head of the Mountaineer 
Strength and Conditioning program, 
Coach Gross is responsible for 
creating training programs for 
eleven sports teams — a task that he 
calls “a blast — super fun.’ Coach 
Gross manages his large workload 
by creating a base program that gets 
tweaked based on the shared and 
individual needs for players on each 
team. In what dictates his scheduling 
and load management for his athletes, 
Coach Gross’ adjustments “have a 
waterfall effect into the subsequent 
weeks to rebalance things” to 
minimize the risk of injury and other 
adverse effects. The challenge of 
creating these programs has always 
been something that Coach Gross 
has enjoyed resolving. “I enjoy 
solving the puzzle ... getting to do 
it eight, nine, ten, fifteen different 


ways and having them all, hopefully, 
be successful is a lot of fun to me,” 
Gross said. 

When asked how trends affect the 
discipline of collegiate strength and 
conditioning, Gross said, “You start 
seeing trends, usually via social media, 
whether it is Instagram, Tik Tok, 
Twitter, or whatever ... one coach 
will see another doing something and 
you're like ‘oh, I can fit that into my 
programming’ and I am just as guilty 
of doing that.’ Coach Gross added, 
“Tt’s never done exactly the same, but 
we all pull and borrow ideas from 
each other,’ iterating how sharing 
within the strength and conditioning 
community contributes to its 
successes. Trends are, in part, the 
reason why the Mountaineers may lift 
similarly to top Division I teams. 

Individual coaches’ philosophies 
keep programs unique even if they 
have similar training programming 
with other strength and conditioning 
programs. Coach Gross considers his 


MTA: Shelby Alexander 


Kendall LeValley 
Editor-in-Chief 

Shelby Alexander is a senior 
English: Professional Writing major 
with a minor in Graphic Design. 
She is a distance runner for the 
cross country and track team. Her 
favorite memory from being on the 
team is making PSACs for the 3k 
steeplechase her junior year. Her 
favorite part about being on the team 
is the friendships that she is made. 
“They have been without a doubt 
one of the biggest blessings in my 
life. I don’t know if I would have 
made it through all four years without 
them,” Alexander said. 

Her goals for this year were to 
finish out her senior year and qualify 
for PSACs in the steeplechase again. 
Unfortunately, she missed the first 


three weeks of outdoor meets 
because she was sick and then had 
an allergic reaction to her medication. 
This put her behind in her training, 
which was disappointing, “My fitness 
isn’t where I had planned to be, but I 
still have an amazing team and I am 
still able to complete even though I 
may not be able to run the times that 
T hoped,” she said. 

In addition to competing on 
the track and cross country team, 
Alexander tutors in the Writing 
Center. When she isn’t running or 
training, she enjoys writing poetry, 
running, reading and painting, One 
fun fact about her is that she grew up 
ona farm. “I grew up on a dairy farm 
and we have approximately 75 cows,” 
Alexander said. 


oe, 


philosophy to be “multi-pointed.” 
However, in the simplest terms, it is 
predicated on his understanding that 
“things are about the athletes, and not 
about me.” Coach Gross said, “I’m 
here to guide athletes. I can’t let my 
own ego or anything else get in the 
way.’ Such unselfishness allows for 
open dialogue between Coach Gross, 
team coaches, and athletes alike as 
Coach Gtoss looks to contribute to a 
culture in which where an idea comes 
from is irrelevant compared to how it 
contributes to the greater good. 
Head strength and conditioning 
positions at the collegiate level are 
few and far between across Divisions 
I, H, and III as approximately 500 
head positions exist in total. This 
opportunity presenting itself at 
Mansfield was a major reason why 
Coach Gross set his sights on the 
Mountaineer Athletics Department. 
Additionally, upon visiting Mansfield, 
Coach Gross said, “Mansfield just 
had a special feel to it, walking around 


the campus, and meeting everybody. 
Tt had the feeling of a place where 
good things could really occur if the 
right people were put in place. If we 
could be consistent with our training 
and everything, it really felt like there 
was a lot of potential here and I was 
excited about the opportunity to be a 
part of that.” 

At Simsbury High School, Coach 
Gross supervised renovations to the 
school’s weight room. In thinking 
of the weight room in Decker 
Gymnasium, Coach Gross has many 
plans for the space, and “would like 
to eliminate the clutter and create a 
little more flow” in the space which 
will also create a safer environment 
for athletes. In the meantime, while 
seeing if proposed 
for Decker’s weight room come to 


renovations 


fruition, Mountaineer fans can watch 
for how teams will be impacted by 
regular strength and conditioning 
training, 


Shelby Alexander 
Photo Courtesy of Shelby Alexander 
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Writing Contest Winner: Spring Encounter 


Katie Montgomery 
Flashlight Contributor 


The brighter evenings were still 
shocking. Checking the clock after 
work only to see blue skies beyond 
my kitchen window often made 
me feel like I was transported to 
an alien planet. Winter left us early. 
Early enough that I could leave my 
light jacket behind as I began my 
walk. With March feeling like May, I 
could silently thank those killing our 
planet for convenience as I entered 
through the park gates. Tonight, I 
am just passing through, but a few 
are in the park to linger. Not as 
many as I expected, though. The 
trauma of winter has made people 
distrustful of the warmup. I turned 
onto a trail almost immediately. I 
have taken this path multiple times 
but still tripped slightly when paved 
ground gave way to dirt. 

Ahead on the trail, I could see 
where a patch of ice stubbornly 
held onto a shady area. Across 
from that, there were buds on a 
tree. The air was cool, but perfect 
for someone used to harsh winters. 
If the wind blew, I would be chilly, 
but the air was still. This was one 
of the thicker, more woodsy parks 
in the city. Small animals scurried 
around waiting for crumbs from 
hikers. The space above my head 
was filled with evening birdsong. 
Being surrounded by little lives and 
the promise of new life was enough 
to put anyone in a good mood. The 
blue sky was streaked with clouds 
rather than heavy with them. I was 
walking with a destination but no 
deadline. Everything was absolutely 
lovely. 

As the sky began darkening, 
I was slightly regretful of my 
decision to leave my jacket behind. 
Despite the warmth, goosebumps 
rose on my bare arms. Dusk took 
hold early, probably because the tall 
trees blocked out any glimpse of a 
sunset. I hugged my arms against 
my body and moved a bit quicker. 
It was not yet dark outside when 
my brain began to run away from 
me and make childish observations. 
The branches on the still naked trees 


resembled twisting, wrong limbs. 
The harmless scurrying of tiny 
creatures was suddenly footsteps 
coming after me. Internally, I called 
myself ridiculous and tried to calm 
down, but I did not slow my pace. 
One of the streetlights lining the 
path suddenly kicked on, making 
slightly. 
about the light made me stop and 


me jump Something 
observe. There was something... 
off with it. It took me a moment 
to realize it resembled a flickering, 
old-fashioned gas lamp. The color 
was more yellow than the typical 
artificial white, and light swayed 
as if there was real flame inside. I 
took a moment, squeezing my eyes 
shut. I counted to ten before I kept 
moving, 

The blue hour was fading into 
real darkness, I was nearing the 
halfway point. I thought I was, 
anyway. I have walked this path 
probably close to one hundred 
times, I know it like I know my 
childhood home. So, when huge, 
hulking oak trees began lining the 
trail rather than the usual skinnier 
trees, I got a bit worried. I do 
not know trees, but I know these 
woods are filled with younger, sorry 
excuses for trees. These oaks were 
huge, old, and extremely out of 
place. My paranoia turned to panic, 
that is when I first heard a twig 
snap behind me, like someone had 
stepped on it. It was out of place 
from the scuttling of little creatures 
on old leaves. My ears focused on 
the sound as my heart went still. 

I glanced over my shoulder but 
saw nothing, I knew logically, it was 
most likely a deer or something like 
that well off the path, and I was 
afraid for no reason. My speed walk 
was nearly a sprint, I had to get 
out of there. Dusk gave one final 
breath, and the path was plunged 
into total darkness. Except for, 
of course, the streetlights. Which 
were less like lights, and more like 
candles. I could see the fire dance 
around the dirt path plain as day. I 
filed that away as something to be 
confused about later. Another twig 
snapped. Farther away? Closer? 


What side did it come from? Left, 
definitely. No, not left. Ahead of 
me. Or, behind me? I wanted to 
scream, I was making this into 
something it was not. I forced 
myself to slow down and _ act 
normally. It was probably a deer, 
or a bear. Are there bears here? 
Possibly a coyote. I have never seen 
a coyote, are they dangerous? 

My internal debate kept me from 
noticing that the dirt path, which is 
always a dirt path, turned into laid 
brick. I did notice, however, that 
there was a figure approaching me 
on the path. A person up ahead. It 
was a man, relief washed over me. 
I entertained the idea of asking for 
help but knew it was foolish. Help 
from what? Monsters? I shook my 
fear of the dark when I was thirteen, 
I had no reason to ask this man for 
anything. As we approached each 
other, I couldn’t help but notice 
his clothes. He walked with a cane 
and wore a dark suit. I could see the 
lamp light glint on a gold pocket 
watch in his hand. His face was 
outfitted with a curled mustache, 
the look was complete with a top 
hat. When he slid his gaze over to 
mine, his face held nothing but 
judgement. Another stick broke 
behind me. 

Whatever. 

I was beyond sick of this strange 
night. 

A man dressed in historical 
clothing was not the weirdest thing 
I have seen in this park. Despite the 
stick breaking, the brief presence 
of the man eased some of my 
anxiety. I stared straight ahead. 
I should be off the path soon 
enough. The night was much colder 
than the day had been, I hugged 
my arms against my torso again 
and tried to find comfort in the 
birdsong above my head. Another 
stick snapped, this one sounded 
much larger than the others, and 
much closer. I fully turned around, 
ready to confront whatever was 
following me. The path was empty. 
It was just me and the streetlights. I 
turned back around and continued 
my speedwalk. Almost immediately, 


I stumbled slightly on uneven 
ground. I started to fall forward 
and attempted to find my legs 
under me. I managed to keep my 
face from meeting the rough brick, 
but as I was falling, my eyes caught 
something. 

Something in the brush beside 
the path. 

Legs. 

I righted myself and ran to the 
other side of the path, under the 
yellow glow of a lamp. Finally, 
I could see clearly. A...a thing. 
Something. A creature that stood 
on two hairy legs. My eyes traveled 
up, up so high my neck hurt. The 
thing was taller than I and covered 
in fur. I met two large, excited 
brown eyes. I was frozen. I wasn’t 
even feeling fear, I was feeling 
nothing. I certainly was not feeling 
human. I was just certain that I was 
about to die. Half of its body was 
concealed in the bush. As we made 
eye contact, I realized the worst 
thing about it. A wide, human-like 
smile. It spread unnaturally over 
its face, displaying surprisingly 
white teeth. Suddenly, in my head, 
I heard an awful chattering. Was 
it communicating psychically, or 
was my brain giving out before I 
dropped dead of fright? 

The light above me grew 
brighter. I noticed that it had 
something clutched in its giant 
hand. A stick. Too large for me to 
break, but not large enough to be 
classified as a branch. Was it going 
to hit me with it? Charge? Should 
I run? I probably should run. I 
couldn’t run. I was stuck in mud, 
ot quicksand, or concrete. My legs 
had detached from my body and 
had a head start on the situation. I 
was stuck, is what I am saying. My 
throat felt dry, I wanted to scream 
ot make myself look bigger. That is 
what you do for bears, right? This 
beautiful spring evening had turned 
into a horror movie. The birds held 
their calls, freezing wind blew down 
from the north. 

The creature waved the stick, 
trying to get my attention. It had 
not moved from its spot in the 
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bush. I stared at it. It continued to 
smile as it raised the stick above its 
head and held on with both hands. 
It had to be close to eight feet tall. 
Distantly, I thought I heard the 
sound of hooves on cobblestone, 
but the snap was deafening. The 
creature broke the stick in two. It 
echoed in my head as the monster 
dropped the pieces, pointed at me, 
and laughed. I bolted, my legs had 
finally answered my prayers. The 
laughter never quieted the farther 
I ran, it boomed like thunder. All 
the birds, all the new insects and 
the scurrying animals joined in and 
created a terrible, violent harmony. 

I clamped my hands over my 
eats as I ran, the symphony grew 
and grew. I hardly noticed when 
the streetlights when back to dull 
white. The ground gave way to 
dirt occasionally peppered with 
plastic litter. I sprinted through the 
pathway exit onto what is usually a 
busy street. All at once, the horrible 
chorus ended. I was left with loud 
music spilling from a car, casual 
conversation from pedestrians, 
glowing neon lights from a takeout 
spot. I never felt more relieved 
in my life, despite the ongoing 
adrenaline rush. I looked back at 
the park. It was warmer out here, 
safe. I tried to catch my breath. The 
city was in spring even if the park 
was somewhere else. I continued 
on my journey. After all that, I still 
had a destination. I tried to forget, 
to move on, and to talk myself out 
of it. What I experienced was as 
undeniable as it was unspeakable. 
Until now, of course. I remember 
everything. I will never hear the 
innocent conversation between 
birds without flinching. I will never 
walk through the woods without 
remembering what could reside 
spring 
comes, the blooms on trees and 


inside them. Whenever 
the waking of bugs always takes me 
back to the yellow lights and the 
park giant’s terrible laughter. I will 
never risk experiencing that again. 
For me, spring is a season best 
enjoyed indoors. 
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Roku’s Original: Most Dangerous Game 


New York 


Valerie Miller 

Staff Writer 
In April 2020 Quibi released 
a TV show called The Most 
Dangerous Game. If that name 
sounds familiar, it might be because 
it is based on the classic short 
story written by Richard Connell 
called “The Most 
Game.” The show is a loosely 


Dangerous 


based modern take on the original 
story. The first season takes place 
in Detroit, Michigan, and stars 


Liam Hemsworth. Hemsworth 


plays 
forced to deal with a big financial 


Dodge ‘Tynes. Dodge is 
problem with no way of paying 
for it. In comes The Tito Fund, 
an organization willing to provide 
Dodge with all the money he will 
ever need in exchange for him 
participating in their competition. 


This is no ordinary competition 
though. This competition is a 
hunting game, except he is the prey 
and there are 5 hunters. The hunt 
lasts for 24 hours, and with every 
hour that passes by, Dodge gets 
more and more money. The offer 
starts with $50,000 and keeps adding 
until the end. If Tynes survives, he 
will receive $24.5 million for him 
and his family. The first season is 
riveting and an interesting modern 
take on Connell’s story. 

The second season came out 
on April 10 of this year, and it is 
filled with the same action as the 
first season, though set in New 
York City. The lead is Netflix’s 
Umbrella Academy star David 
Castaneda. Castafieda plays Victor 
Suero who lives with his little 
sister in New York. Victor helps 

Photo Courtesy of collider.com 


pay for their needs by fighting. 
Unfortunately, Victor is not very 
good, so he does not make a lot of 
money. Since they do not make a 
lot of money, his sister Josie tries 
to help, so she takes a shifty job 
that pays a lot. Eventually, she falls 
into trouble with her job and must 
pay a significant amount of money 
that she and Victor do not have. To 
save his sister, Victor looks to The 
Tiro Fund for help. Victor agrees 
to enter the competition to fight to 
save his sister. 

Throughout both seasons, the 
competitors fight hard for their 
families. The first season focuses 
more on the main character and his 
experience. In the second season, 
we learn more about The Tiro 
Fund and find out more about their 
inner workings as a company. The 


Roku 
Original 


DANGEROUS — 


GAME 7 


Fun, Food and Pride 


Valerie Miller 
Staff Writer 

On April 21, Mansfield’s Pride 
Center hosted an outdoor event filled 
with music, food, and fun. At 11 am 
there was Queer Trivia. Many people 
enjoyed it and said that they had a 
blast. Later in the day, from 2-6 pm, 
the festival started. 

There were many things for the 
students to do. WNTE played music 
from various artists. There were many 
tables with different activities like 
bracelet making, chalk drawing, Tye- 
Dying and face painting. After the 
activities, the Center offered burgers, 
hot dogs and other picnic foods. 

At 6 pm there was Drag Bingo at 
The Hut. The day turned out to be 
a huge success filled with laughter 
and joy. I hope that the Pride Center 
does this again next year. It was so 
cool to see a school run event where 
everyone was having a great time. 


Photos Courtesy of Ashley Ensminger 


end of season two leaves room 
for another season to come, and 
I cannot wait. Unfortunately, if 
the timing between seasons is as 
long as the last one was, all fans of 
the show will have to wait another 
three years. 

The show is easy and quick 
to watch, with most episodes 
averaging about 10 minutes. The 
first season has 15 episodes, and 
the second season has 12. The 
show does have blood, violence, 
and sensitive topics that may 
be triggering for some viewers. 
The show can be found on Roku 
for free, so anyone can watch it 
anywhere any time. This is a great 
show that keeps you right on the 
edge of your seat until the very 
end. 
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A Space for Space: Dr. Farkas and the Strait Planetarium 


Amanda Rutledge 


Production Manager 
Built as an addition to Grant 
science center in 1970, the Strait 
Mansfield 
Campus was named after George B. 
Strait and dedicated on May 1, 1975. 
Strait was a professor who taught 


Planetarium on the 


mathematics, biology, botany and 
agriculture. Seating 100 people, the 
planetarium acts as a lecture hall for 
biology and chemistry classes and Dr. 
Mike Chester’s astronomy courses 
when it isn’t being used to showcase 
the night sky. When events are hosted 
though, who runs the show? 

Dr. Elaine Farkas spoke on March 
31 about her role as planetarium 
director, and how she came into 
the position. Dr. Farkas was hired 
by Mansfield in 2013 as an adjunct 
professor, becoming a full time 
professor of physics and chemistry by 
2017. By 2015, she had begun to get 
more involved with the planetarium, 
gaining the title of director. 

Dr. Farkas’ background in physics 


suited her interest in the Planetarium. 
When she decided to take a course on 
General Relativity in graduate school, 
she found it interesting, “Everyone 
in physics is interested in space on 
some level,” Farkas said. “But it was 
not my area of expertise. I had a 
learning curve.” 

“This 
personal for me,” Dr. Farkas said. 


planetarium is very 
She described how the planetarium 
shows allowed her to practice talking 
to larger groups of people. And while 
shows ate held for both campus 
community and the local community, 
it was very challenging to hold any 
events during Covid. “This is our 
first year back in the swing of things,” 
Dr. Farkas said. Normally, she runs 
10-20 shows a year. Over the past 
few years, shows have been centered 
around student groups on campus. 
Other events include open houses 
such as the one held Match 31 and 
local school events. When asked 
what she people visiting 
the planetarium come away with 


hopes 


Dr. Farkas said, “I hope they take 
away a teal appreciation that the 
exploration of space, and science in 
general, is multidisciplinary, we need 
chemists, optical engineers, even 
geologists. Even if you are not any 
of those things, I hope you gain an 
appreciation of how inspiring the 
nature of the universe is on different 
scales.” 

Community members have always 
been able to appreciate and benefit 
from the planetarium in Mansfield. 
Many members of the community 
recall when Mike Vayansky was the 
director of the Strait Planetarium until 
he passed away in 2009. Students at 
local schools can remember attending 
planetarium events throughout 
elementary school, and groups such 
as the Boy Scouts have been able to 
use the space. Both the Planetarium, 
and Dr. Farkas’ hard work, are assets 
to the Mansfield campus and local 


communities. 


Bringing the Faith to Mansfield 


Kristina Scafidi 
Flashlight Contributor 


What ate students at Mansfield 
looking for in a campus community? 
Could they be looking for a way 
to engage their faith and have 
Opportunities to grow? Mansfield 
has a campus ministry called United 
Campus Ministries. The ministry 
is committed to partnering with 
students in their faith walk at every 
stage of their journey. 

Mara Wilcox is the campus 
minister for Mansfield. She has been 
a youth pastor for 12 years and a 
worship leader for 17 years at the 
Church of the New Covenant in 
Mansfield. Mara has a BA in History 
and an MA in Youth Ministries. 
She is a native of Tioga County. An 
interesting fact is that her Aunt Deb 
Casey was the campus minister at 
Mansfield for 20 years, from 1993 to 
2014. 

The mission statement for United 


Campus Ministries, Wilcox — said, 


is that they are "a partnership of 
mind and faith" who aims to be an 
organization where students can 
gain an academic education and 
engage more deeply in their faith. 
Wilcox asserts that United Campus 
Ministries does this various ways, 
including Christian organizations and 
Bible studies on campus, connecting 
students with local congregations, 
and hosting events that encourage 
students to participate regardless of 
their current level of faith. 

The United Campus Ministry 
with 
organizations in the area to provide 
students with Bible studies, fellowship 
Opportunities, 


partners churches — and 


and opportunities 
to connect with others about their 
questions or concerns. Wilcox said, 
“Please stop by the Prayer Room any 
time at 122 Alumni Hall for prayer, 
quiet time or whatever you need 
to refresh yourself. This room is 


always open to students to give you 


a quiet place to pray with a variety of 
resources for you to explore.” 

One of the most active arms 
of United Campus Ministries is 
The 


provide an environment for students 


the Navigators. Navigators 
to develop character, scholarship, 


community, and service through 
spiritual development. Navigators is 
an international non-denominational 
Christian organization that strives 
to know Christ and make Him 
known. The leaders in the group use 
resoutces, talents and teamwork to 
host activities and events that are fun, 
motivational, engaging, and can have 
a positive impact on all students. 
Navigators meets on Thursday 
nights at 7:30 pm in Alumni Hall 307, 
regularly inviting guest speakers from 
local churches to speak on Bible- 
related topics for students to learn, 
and be encouraged and inspired in 
their everyday lives. They promote 
relationship-building and values such 
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as dedication, hard work, and respect. 
Aside from their regular Thursday 
night meetings, the Navigators take 
part in a variety of fun activities, 
such as trail hikes, mini golf, laser 
tag, etc. Most events are scheduled 
neat campus to be convenient for 
students. 
Students 
in participating in events held by 


who ate interested 
Navigators are encouraged to attend 
one of the meetings to get an idea 
of what it is like and to see if it 
meets their needs. Kevin Butters, 
Vice President of Navigators, said, 
"The environment is relaxed and 
welcoming to keep it comfortable for 
all students regardless of where they 
ate at with their faith.” If students 
are looking for a non-hobby-specific 
club to meet other students and 
participate in engaging and fun group 
activities, Kevin suggests they check 
Navigators out. 

On April's Accepted Students 
Day, prospective 


students were 


encouraged to take a 5-question 
sutvey to determine their interests 
regarding the faith community as 
they approach their college careers at 
Mansfield. United Campus Ministries 
conducted the survey in the Decker 
Gymnasium. The survey provided 
some insight into what students are 
thinking as they enter college. One 
question asked students share "The 
thing I need most in my life right 
now is....". Some replies included 
"Help," "A "A — familiar 


community that family/friends are a 


plan"; 


part of”; "Fishing"; Time to relax"; 
"Ice Cream"; "Summertime"; and 
"Courage to find friends.” No matter 
what you perceive your need, Wilcox 
invites you to stop by her office and 
explore what opportunities you may 
want to be involved in to help you 
grow in your faith. You can reach 
Wilcox at (570) 662-4431, email 
mwilcox@mansfield.edu or stop by 
her office at 123 Alumni Hall. 
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Meet Google | An Interview with Mansfield Alums 


Jack Newell 
Staff Writer 
the opportunity to 
Mansfield alumni 
Michael Guyadeen, an Engineer 


I had 
interview 


at Google, and Dave Kilkenny, a 
Project Lead at Google, in order to 
discuss the pathways they carved 
while breaking into their respective 
careers. I began by asking about 
their routines. 

What does a typical workday 
look like for you? 

Kilkenny: “My 
as a UX Program Manager at 


current role 
Google involves a lot of meetings 
and collaboration with my cross- 
functional partners across multiple 
workstreams. I'm here to ensure 
my 19-person design and research 
team has the tools and processes to 
succeed and do their best work. The 
team is also spread across the globe, 
so my mornings are typically spent 
catching up on all the overnight 
emails and chats.” 

Guyadeen: “Depending on 
the day of the week, I may have 
a morning sync with either my 
manager, my mentor, or some 
engineering teammates to discuss 
timelines, current project work, 
and life in general. Depending on 
my project work, I might be trying 
to deliberately break infrastructure, 
reinforcing and hardening endpoint 
security for our internal fleet of 
security 
process, or playing around with a 


devices, automating a 
new technology to learn every little 
thing about it, ergo making myself 
a better engineer... or breaker of 
technology.” 
How did you end up at Google? 
Kilkenny: “Over the past 20+ 


13th Annual Showcase 


Kendall LeValley 
Ecditor-in-Chief 
Naylynn Godfrey 
Guest Contributor 
On Thursday, April 20, Mansfield 
held its thirteenth annual Showcase 
of Student Scholarship on the third 
floor of Alumni Hall. The event 
took place from 10 a.m. until 3:30 
p-m. and was open to the public. 
The event is an opportunity for 
students to present their academic 
and artistic work to the university 
community. The showcase accepts 
scholarship in many forms in order 
to represent every field of study on 


years, I have accumulated a robust 
connection database of former co- 
workers. My background in web 
design, engineering, and product 
management provided me with 
experience across an array of 
capabilities. One of my former co- 
workers informed me of an open 
Program Management role and 
invited me to apply. After several 
rounds of interviews, I was offered 
the position.” 

Guyadeen: “Firstly, I 
recruited for a Software Engineering 
(SWE) Summer Internship by a 
university talent sourcer. At the 


was 


time, I was more interested in 
how computer operating systems 
communicated with its hardware 
components as opposed to writing 
code, so respectfully — and I still 
have the email conversation [haha] 
— I declined and let them know 
of my interest in the IT internship 
program. Fast forward through 
the internship, I made a lasting 
impression with my project work.” 

Tell me about one of the most 
difficult challenges you've faced 
within your field. 

Kilkenny: “Managing VP and 
C-suite stakeholders is 
challenging, 


always 
regardless of the 
industry. These people sign 
off on budgets and decide the 
direction a product will take, so 
telling a compelling story backed 
by data, and customer feedback is 
critical. So, while it's not a specific 
challenge, the problem of telling 
a compelling story and_ selling 
your idea to leadership remains a 
challenge within product design.” 
Guyadeen: “Competition. 
Computer Science is a very popular 


campus. 

The program consisted of oral 
presentations, poster presentations, 
music performances, art and media 
exhibits 
Faculty, 
Commonwealth University, local 


and panel discussions. 


administrators from 


politicians, and students came 
throughout the day to support 
students and view their work. The 
event concluded with an awards 
ceremony. 

Providing one example of a 
Dr. 
from psychology sponsored The 


Effect of Brief Social Media Use 


presentation, Karri Verno 


field. For Google, specifically, 
there is a .2% acceptance rate. I 
felt overshadowed to be honest, 
as if there was no way for me 
to be noticed with these other 
outstanding students. As I read the 
Google internship email subject, I 
had a chilling sensation throughout 
my body, and while reading the 
remainder of the message body, 
I began to tear up. In times of 
competition, we can only try. Many 
people are afraid of failing. It’s a 
natural thought. Failing is scary, 
not physically, like falling off of a 
cliff, but psychologically, it’s very 
detrimental.” 

What does success look like to 
your 

Kilkenny: “Early in my career, 
I defined upward 
movement at my company, steady 


success as 


income progression, and building 
products that generate a steady 
revenue stream. Now that I'm 
much further along, I value my time 
with my family more, so finding a 
good work-life balance while still 
building world-class products helps 
me find success.” 

Guyadeen: “Success is not 
without failure. We will fail multiple 
times over multiple categories in our 
lifetime. It’s inevitable. When we 
do, we figure out another way, and 
that other way is success. Success 
is not tangible; it is not an object. 
It’s not a big house, a nice salary, or 
a nice car. These are items that are 
manufactured. Success is a concept 
created from, and held within, your 
being. If one’s house burns down, 
or their money is stolen, or their car 
is crashed, does that mean they’ve 
not been successful in life?” 

How did your time at Mansfield 


of Student 


on Working Memory: Implications 
for Information Processing in the 
Student 
included Grace Bakewell, Danny 
Barker, Morgan Brian, Jacey 
O'Donnell and Alyssa Zanghi- 
Miller. 

The student 
examined past studies on the impact 


Classroom. presenters 


researchers 


of social media on college students 
and found that the studies had been 
confined to analyzing a single social 
media app. They expanded the 
research on the topic by comparing 
multiple social media apps. Their 
study investigated how utilizing 


prepare you for your career? 

Kilkenny: “The web was in its 
eatly infancy during my time at 
Mansfield. While I didn't know 
where the web was going, I spent 
much of my downtime learning 
code, software design programs, 
and building websites. I was also 
hired to build several early sites 
for the Education and _ other 
departments at Mansfield. Also, 
I took a communications class 
by Dr. Travis on how to properly 
prepare for a job interview, which 
was instrumental in landing my first 
two roles.” 

Guyadeen: “Being a part of 
the Track and Field organization 
at MU might have been the most 
important. Track provided me with 
a structured schedule from sun up 
to sun down for the entirety of 
my time there. It became a healthy 
challenge. Literally, yes, but I mean 
being a part of the NCAA while 
completing Computer Science 
coursework, a work study, and a 
social life really molded my posture 
within my career now.” 

What advice do you have for 
present Mansfield students, how 
can they best leverage their time at 
school? 

Kilkenny: “It may sound cliche, 
but in my world, crafting a narrative 
and telling a complete story is one 
of the best lessons you can learn. 
Of course, I use apps like Google 
Slides to help tell that story, but so 
much of your success will be tied to 
your ability to get your point across 
and influence others that your idea 
is worth investing in. Take as many 
classes as possible to help you hone 
those skills.” 


Guyadeen: “The best advice is 
easily listen to advice [hahaha]. Take 
time out of your year to reach out 
to someone in something you're 
interested in, locally or online. 
Research! You’re on the internet 
a lot. Use some of that internet 
to get a feeling for your interests 
through articles or forums and 
move from there. Lastly, remember 
that you’re a university student. 
There are millions of young adults 
around the globe that don’t have 
the opportunity you have right now, 
for many different reasons. Don’t 
waste your opportunity.” 

If the Earth's temperature 
increased by 10°F everywhere, 
would the days be shorter or longer? 

Kilkenny: “Um, good question. 
I would ask if you were defining a 
day as a single rotation of the Earth 
or the length of daylight. If the 
former, the Earth would not slow 
down, so the length of a day would 
be the same. If the latter, daylight 
length is determined by the angle of 
the sun, so regardless of the surface 
temperature, the day length would 
be determined by your location and 
time of year.” 

Guyadeen: “Laws of physics 
show that Earth’s mass should shift 
if the ice caps melted significantly, 
and I think 10°F could do that. 
Redistributing the mass of the 
planet with gravity pulling northern 
ice down would cause rotational 
drift. The axis already drifts each 
year, but I think this event would 
make the days way longer. (The 
folder color for science is green by 
the way. Don’t argue)” 


Scholarship 


different types of social media 
for a short period of time, such 
as TikTok and Twitter, affected 
working memory and word recall 
abilities. The objective of the study 
was to discover the impact of social 
media use on college students' 
working memory. Understanding 
such consequences allows students 
to determine whether using social 
media applications hinders their 
potential to absorb and_ recall 
knowledge. This would allow the 
student 

to choose whether to use social 
media before class and be aware 


of the potential implications. The 
Showcase contained myriad other 
examples of research projects and 
artistic expression. 

The Showcase was sponsored 
by the College of Science and 
Technology and the College of 
Education and Human Studies. A 
special thanks goes out to Maegen 
Borzok, Kenneth Cobb, Nathan 
Rinnert and others who helped 
coordinate the event. 
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2023 Showcase of 
Student Scholarship 


Larae Rhine (pictured), created with Haley Ryzewski Poster Presentatiton 


Madison Warner, Worst Kind of Pain 
Photo Courtesy of Jasmine Hilton 


Student presents to Dr Chris Hallen, Poster Presentatiton by Kyle 
Photo Courtesy of Olivia Bowman Boyer, Savanna Snyder, and LauraWatson 
Photo Courtesy of Thomas Wagner 
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Abbey Thomas, figure drawing exhibit 
Photo Courtesy of Thomas Wagner 
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Shelby Alexander, Self Portrait series 
Photo Courtesy of ThomasWagner 


Madison Fox, Poster Presentatiton 
Donyae Burrous, Photographing artwork Photo Courtesy of Jasmine Hilton 
Photo Courtesy of Valerie Miller 


